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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


THIS IS a time of high anticipation. So much has happened in the 
past two weeks, so much will happen in the next two weeks. By the 
time this issue is on stands, it'll be the day after Lobby Day at which 
the community will hopefully have shown a tremendous display of 
support for the Freedom to Marry at the Minnesota State Capitol. 
Perhaps we'll be moving toward the marriage bills being heard on 
the floors of the House and Senate. I hope things will be full of pas- 
sion and optimism. Maybe even celebration. Hope. 

I'm well aware of the fact that the discussion of the topic of civil 
unions in the community has not been met with open arms and sup- 
port by some. In this issue, we're looking at both marriage and civil 
unions as they are relevant and pertinent to the bigger conversation. 
Marriage equality is the goal; but, stepping back a moment, what a 
historical event that was when four GOP lawmakers in Minnesota 
held a press conference to introduce civil unions for same-sex cou- 
ples. When the only earlier GOP response to same-sex couples had 
included a parade of people arguing against the existence of homo- 
sexuality (as a concept, really), to see this happen was pretty monu- 
mental. Being that the civil unions press conference with the legisla- 
tors also included each of them saying that they would not vote for 
marriage if the vote came up, it's not entirely helpful to the greater 
goal of equality, but it did serve a purpose in shifting the discussion 
away from nothing. 

Away from nothing. 

Sit with that a moment. 

That night, across social media and websites and newscasts, 
the future of rights associated with relationships for this commu- 
nity seemed less of an “if” and more of a “how.” I have to commend 
KARE 11 (the local NBC station) for quickly addressing the issue. 
Did you see the coverage? They delineated the difference between 
civil unions and marriage, and made it clear that civil unions were 
the lesser of the two-that the rights are not equal, that civil unions 
would likely not be acknowledged for federal rights should the fed- 
eral DOMA be repealed, and other reasons. More than that, KARE 
11 interviewed two couples from the community who gave faces to 
the fact that civil unions don't mean what marriage means. But, what 
was not mentioned was anything other than civil unions or marriage- 
-it’s as if there was no longer a third option: nothing. 

The buzzkill of the day was that though plenty of DFLers came 
out saying that the concept of civil unions is lesser to the status of 
marriage for this community, there was still no promise to make 
marriage happen. Yes, ГЇЇ hand it to Speaker of the House Thissen 
for pre-empting the civil unions press conference by a matter of min- 
utes to say that civil unions are outdated and not acceptable to those 
who, like him, support marriage equality. We still get the answer that 
there hasn't been a vote yet, and there may not be the numbers to 
pull off the freedom to marry in a DFL-controlled legislature. 

This is when I wish that I had taken more political science cours- 
es. I stayed in the area of communications and women’s and gender 
studies, but times like these make me feel like my knowledge of 
politics rely on “I’m Just a Bill" from Schoolhouse Rock! which ac- 
tually predates me. Though, I suppose, my gender studies might 
have actually taught me more about what might happen in closed- 
door meetings between people in power, a little more knowledge of 
how lobbying works would probably help me feel more optimistic 
that marriage equality might pass in Minnesota in 2013. As it is, 
though, shouldn't we all be able to understand how our legislature 
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works by virtue of something as simple as understanding what the 
parties stand for? 

I realize that nothing is ever really black and white...politics, 
especially, have shades of grey. We see that separate Boy Scout 
troops, Catholic parishes, and individual voters might step outside 
of the larger umbrella organizations of the Boy Scouts of America, 
the Archdiocese, and the Democratic (or whichever) Party. People 
have choices and can fully or partially adhere to the platforms of 
their particular groups. But, as far as we Americans understand it, 
how closely do representatives of a political party have to align them- 
selves to their party? 

The reason I ask this is fairly obvious. You know what's coming. 

That's right. It's that brand-spanking-new plank in the Demo- 
cratic Party Platform about marriage equality that was voted into the 
platform in 2012, which is under the heading “Greater Together" and 
the subheading "Protecting Rights and Freedoms": 

Freedom to Marry. We support the right of all families to have 
equal respect, responsibilities, and protections under the law. We sup- 
port marriage equality and support the movement to secure equal treat- 
ment under law for same-sex couples. We also support the freedom of 
churches and religious entities to decide how to administer marriage as 
a religious sacrament without government interference. 

We oppose discriminatory federal and state constitutional amend- 
ments and other attempts to deny equal protection of the laws to com- 
mitted same-sex couples who seek the same respect and responsibilities 
as other married couples. We support the full repeal of the so-called De- 
fense of Marriage Act and the passage of the Respect for Marriage Act. 

I don't want to sound snarky at this point. I ask in all serious- 
ness, am I missing something here when I hear that outstate 
DFLers are resisting voting for marriage equality? When I asked 
Democrat Senator Baldwin about adhering to the party platform in 
my interview with her later in this issue, I understood her when she 
said that “party platforms and laws are very different things," that 
a platform is a vision statement for the party. So here we are. We 
are trying to turn a vision into a law and asking the representatives 
of that party to do it. 

Even if the national party platform does not directly bind the state 
legislators, the DFL platform says under the heading "Civil, Human, 
and Constitutional Rights": "We Oppose: Discrimination against any 
person on the basis of race, creed, religion, immigration status, sex, 
sexual or affectional orientation, HIV status, gender identity or ex- 
pression, marital or homemaker status, disability or age." 

As members of the Democratic Party, DFL legislators are to 
strive to achieve the vision of the party, and that vision includes mar- 
riage equality. Not civil unions. Not nothing. 

The DFL has the majority in Minnesota's House of Representa- 
tives. The DFL has the majority in Minnesota's Senate. The DFL 
Governor has said that he will sign a bill to legalize same-sex mar- 
riage should it reach his desk. 

DFL, it's on you. 

Your party platform requires it of you. Your vision is clear. It's 
time to earn the loyalty you've had for years, by default, by fulfilling 
your duties as members of the Democratic Party, according to your 
party platform. 

Now. 

With hope and gratitude, 

Andy D 
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through his singular perspective and context as well as through the 
lens of the “collective subjective perspective,” defined as the agreed 
perspective of the individual’s community. 

In short, everyone views the world-and a given issue in particu- 
lar-from his or her personal upbringing, context in time and place, 
and the prevailing views of their community on that subject. These 
factors may cause people with the same ultimate goals to build walls 
when with effort on both sides they could open doors. Congruency 
of consensus requires making an effort to develop empathetic think- 
ing, stresses Herrada, putting oneself in the other’s place to the best 
of one’s ability-which becomes increasingly difficult the further re- 
moved the other’s position is from one’s own. 
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In this column I use my personal opinions to raise questions and 
provide springboards for further thought and discussion among the 
GLBT community and allies. A hot topic today is same-sex marriage, 
to which I have devoted a number of *Edgewise" pieces. 

Any opinions stated are my own, not the magazine’s; my hope 
is to draw those that agree and those that differ to share opinions. 
While I am able to offer my views to others, I cannot change or refine 
my own position without the input of those who disagree and whose 
opinions would add to and enrich the discussion. 

Beyond repealing DOMA and making marriage available to all 
consenting adults, I further believe that all weddings should be state- 
licensed civil unions, and that any religious ceremonies should be 
celebrated afterwards at the church/mosque/synagogue/etc., if the 
couple so chooses and if that religious institution agrees to perform 
the ceremony. 

“Being a pluralistic thinker,” states Herrada, “requires the willing- 
ness to slide into the first person perspective of someone regardless 
of our point of view. This is neither voodoo nor sainthood, it is intel- 
lectual rigor." O 
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MARCH 24, 2013 


+ 


= 
т 4 


|Sophia Hantzes 
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Estate Planning & Simple Wils (C Johnson Law 


Small Business Law | | Community Minded. 
Domestic Partnerships L Professionally Accomplished. 
Adoptions 612.377.3777 


Amy Johnson, Esq. 
www.johnsonlawonline.com 


К VV em 
\ г A &—_ 


IPPOLITA 


PLEASE JOIN US 
FOR OUR IPPOLITA 
CELEBRATION EVENT 
AND DISCOVER 
THE LATEST 
SPRING COLLECTIONS 


EXCLUSIVE 
STYLIST EVENT 
APRIL 23-27 


98 
jb hudson 


JEWELERS 


beyond expectations. within your means. 
9TH & NICOLLET | 612.338.5950 RIDGEDALE | 952.591.0737 JBHUDSON.COM 


Aging isn’t easy. O 
Caregiving doesnt need esa 
to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 
t 


2012 STAR TRIBUNE's 


Mid-sized Business 


a 
Home- 
In Home Care & Assistance 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


Re-Elect 


„ШЕ 


A PROVEN PROGRESSIVE LEADER 
FOR THE:THIRD WARD 


Working for 
Social Justice, 
Marriage 
Equality 
- апа! 


Prepared and paid for by Diane Hofstede for City Council, 610 Ramsey St. NE, Mpls. MN 55413 
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OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


FIRST THURSDAY AT BURGER MOE'S 
APRIL 4, 2013 


Sophia Hantzes 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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Volunteer 
I 


Donate 


SUNDAY, MAY 19 


MINNEHAHA PARK 


Join us for the Minnesota AIDS Walk anq 
celebrate the progress we've maqe. 


Call 612-373-2410 or visit www.mnaidswalk.org for details. 


es (Q TEZ 
jos. MINNES SO у 
Presented by: I NG )— INDEPENDENT PROJECT" 


BAR SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


TWIN CITIES GAY POOL LEAGUE (TCGPL) YEAR-END TOURNAMENT ° APRIL 7 ° SALOON 


1 Craig (left) of TCGPL presented a $500 check to ARISE, a United Way 4 Tourney Third Place Team: Eagle 1—(from left) Craig, Todd, Jeff, Mike 
program for LGBTO youth homelessness, represented by Marty (center) 

and Lindy (right) 5 Most Individual Points All Year: First—Troy (right); Second—Todd (left) 
2 Tourney First Place Team: Town House 2—(from left) Joel, Troy, Brant, 6 Most Improved Individual Player All Year: Julie 

John 


3 Tourney Second Place Team: 19 Bar 2—(from left) Roger, Mark, Greg, 
Brian 
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"BEAR" WITH ME 


(WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... 


by Barry Leavitt 


CAR WRAP 
Sunday, April 21 ® Noon-4pm @ eagleBOLT- 
bar 

Richard Herod III has done it again. First, 
he orchestrated the “VOTE NO” car wraps 
in support of defeating the marriage amend- 
ment. This time you can wrap your vehicle 
with “I SUPPORT THE FREEDOM TO MAR- 
RY.” Your $50 donation to MN United for All 
Families, gets your vehicle wrapped on both 
sides and a rear bumper or window decal. The 
Marriage Equality Street Team will even wrap 
your car for no extra charge. Supplies of the 
vehicle wraps are limited, so email your name, 
phone number and vehicle color ASAP to 
wrapmycar@icloud.com. If you're not able to 
attend, but want to get your vehicle wrapped, 
please email kickboxer1977@aol.com. 


2» ANNUAL TEAM SPARKLE FUND- 
RAISER 
Sunday, April 21 ° 3-7pm @ Town House 

Join Ti-Nea' and Mary Brewster for the 2nd 
Annual Team Sparkle Fundraiser! Like every 
"Sparkle" show, they've got the best in Twin Cit- 
les entertainers lined up, ready to spread sparkleli- 
ciousness on the Town House stage. And because 
this is a benefit for Team Sparkle, every dollar 
raised that afternoon will help send their riders to 
the 2013 Minnesota Red Ribbon Ride, July 18th 
- 21st! www.townhousebar.com 


BROTHER OUTSIDER: THE LIFE OF BA- 
YARD RUSTIN 

Monday, April 29, 6-9pm € InFlux Space, 
Regis Center for Art 

Bayard Rustin was a visionary strategist 
and activist who has been called "the unknown 
hero" of the civil rights movement. A disciple 
of Gandhi, a mentor to Martin Luther King Jr., 
and the architect of the 1963 March on Wash- 
ington, Rustin dared to live as an openly gay 
man during the fiercely homophobic 1940s, 
1950s and 1960s.This event is FREE and open 
to the public, and a FREE dinner will be served. 
612-626-8086, ^ https://diversity.umn.edu/ 
glbta/20thanniversary 


“I HAVE PRIDE" PROJECT 
Through May 1 

In honor of the continued support and inclu- 
siveness for Minnesota LGBT rights, the theme 
for this year's Twin Cities Pride Festival is “I 
HAVE PRIDE.” To submit a video, “Like” the 
Twin Cities Pride Facebook page. Then, sub- 
mit a 30-second video explaining why you have 
Pride and how you embody Twin Cities Pride's 
six pillars: strength, enthusiasm, happiness, 
growth, confidence and power. For more infor- 
mation www.facebook.com/tcpride 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


rience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 
3009 Holmes Ave. S. a «EEEa * (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


Friday & Saturday 
May 10-11, 2013 


8pm 
/ ` Ot the Ritz Theater 


E Pr I 
Dedicated to the kid at heart, 
OutLoud! takes us оп a journey 
back to our childhood days. Musical selections 
include Somewhere Out There from An 
American Tail, Pure Imagination from Willie 
Wonka & the Chocolate Factory and selections 


General admission seats at the Ritz Theater are $29. 


For single tickets to OutLoud!, please call the 
Ritz Theater at 612-436-1129 
or online at ritzdolls.com. 


Twin Cities 
Gay Men’s Chorus 
JOIN THE CONVERSATION d = You ITU: Tan 


from the Disney vault! 


LavenderMagazine.com | 17 


e 
d 


> FEATURE | John Townsend 


Lorca, David Schlosser (green bag-left), Matt Rein (cream suit), Ricardo Vázquez (grey vest), Evelyn Digirolamo (brown jacket-right). Photo Nancy Wong 


Two Gay Literary Giants-Lorca & 
Wilde-Revealed On Local Stages 


Federico Garcia Lorca (1898-1936) and Oscar Wilde (1854- 
1900) loom as two of gay literature's doomed giants. Both boldy de- 
fied their societies and both expressed their homosexual desires and 
gay sensibilities. Despite the public's knowledge of their sexual ori- 
entations, Lorca's plays and poetry and Wilde's plays were phenom- 
enally popular decades and decades before Stonewall. 

Three accomplished independent theater troupes now remember 
them. Teatro del Pueblo and Pangea World Theater are co-producing 
Lorca in a Green Dress by Pulitzer Prize-winner Nilo Cruz (Дила in 


the Tropics) and Walking Shadow Theatre Company brings us Gross 
Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde by Moises Kaufmann (The 
Laramie Project). 

Ricardo Vazquez who plays Lorca became interested in his po- 
etry a decade ago: “I was drawn to his overflowing images of nature, 
dreams, and death. In a single poem he could transport you from a 
cosmic journey to the moon to an intimate rhythm of loneliness in 
heartbreak. His poems seem to know no limits and his words, end- 
less in their possibility. I was hooked." 
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Regarding the era when young Lorca was an enemy 
of the state, director Al Justiniano observes “the Span- 
ish Civil War was the culmination of pent-up frustration 
over Spain's painful defeat in the Spanish-American 
War and the political tug-of-war between the conserva- 
tive Fascist and left-leaning Republican parties. At the 
onset of the war, Spain was very fragmented as each 
party struggled to gain control of the reins of power at 
all costs. Lorca left the safety of Madrid, a Republican 
bastion, to visit his family at Granada, a city he believed 
to be under Republican control. As he quickly learned, 
leadership in the city had changed hands and the Fas- 
cists called for Lorca’s execution, only two weeks after 
the war had begun. Franco believed that man’s moral- 
ity was determined by a strict, extremist interpretation 
of Christian values, and therefore Lorca’s existence 
was not tolerable.” 

Wilde was actually an Irishman whose satire and 
private life scandalized 1890s London. Like Lorca, he 
was also persecuted by ruling powers. The British 
Crown charged him with “gross indecency with male 
persons”. After Wilde’s imprisonment it would be 70 
years until consensual adult homosexuality would be 
legalized in the UK. 

Gross Indecency director Amy Rummenie points out 
that “Wilde couldn’t resist the opportunities to toss off 
a quip, or even to needle the opposing lawyer when 
he had the chance. But in addition to the wit and high 
stakes of the trials, there is a deeper argument of the 
nature of truth and of the role of the art in defining the 
artist. The playwright did us a great service by high- 
lighting those ideas and refining them into a stellar 
courtroom drama.” 

Craig Johnson has actually played Wilde in two 
other plays and has worked in five productions of his 
The Importance of Being Earnest, which is probably 
the second most popular stage comedy of all time after 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Johnson 
points out that Wilde was a revolutionary, not only in 
“his sexual identity, but in how he dressed, how he 
wore his hair, how he behaved, and his ideas about the 
power of art to transform society.” 

Johnson adds “Gross Indecency is such a fascinating 
script because it’s a cut-and-paste of original sources 
and has the feel of a detective story as well as court- 
room drama. Who’s right? Who has the truth? Can 
we ever really know what happened in the past? Can 
we ever really know what’s in another person’s heart? 
Oscar defines truth at one point as ‘something so per- 
sonal that the same truth can never be appreciated by 


ў» 


two minds’. 


Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde 
Through May 4 

Minneapolis Theatre Garage, 711 Franklin Av., Mpls. 
(800) 838-3006 

www.walkingshadowcompany.org 


Lorca in a Green Dress 

Through Apr. 28 

Ritz Theater, 345-13th Av. NE, Mpls. 
(612) 436-1129 
www.teatrodelpueblo.org 


(Top) Oscar Wilde (photo by Napolean Sarony, 1882). (Below) Image of Craig Johnson as 
Oscar Wilde (with Grant Sorenson) - photo by Walking Shadow 
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In the Time of Butterflies. Photo by Rich Ryan 


THE CHILDREN’S HOUR 

Through Apr. 28 

Sabes JCC Theatre, 4330 S. Cedar Lake Rd., Mpls. 
(800) 838-3006 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/342493 

In 1935 Lillian Hellman courageously addressed the evils of 
lesbophobia in The Children’s Hour. Jewish, straight, and extraor- 
dinarily perceptive about the subject, the greatest classic American 
female playwright wrote a masterpiece that still thunders 78 years 
later. Just look at how elected officials in rural counties of both 
major political parties chafe at pursuing GLBT rights. 

At the Sabes Jewish Community Center Stephanie Cousins and 
Danielle Siver play Karen and Martha, two teachers targeted by 
vindictive gossip. The production’s director, Anya Kremenetsky, 
shares “While the central theme of The Children’s Hour is the 
destructiveness of lies and gossip, Hellman chose a very specific lie 
to base the story around. The play is a chilling glimpse into societal 
attitudes toward homosexuality in the 1930s, yet it still resonates in 
2013. The accuser, Mrs. Tilford (Diana Wilde) says of the two wom- 
en “What they are may possibly be their own business. It becomes 
a great deal more than that when children are concerned in it.” 

Siver elaborates “Martha and Karen are ruined by the spread of 
gossip specifically because the rumor involves homosexuality — the 
students at the school are immediately removed, it is implied, for 
their safety. Lesbianism is not only seen as a sexual deviance, but 
is implicitly linked with child abuse. And sadly, it doesn’t end there. 
The public abhorrence pervades the private, internal lives of the 
women themselves. This is what is ultimately so heartbreaking to 
me – beyond the destruction of their livelihoods and places in the 
community there is a profound loss of innocence. Shame creeps in 
and overwhelms them both, tarnishing their friendship and forever 
stunting their capacity for happiness.” 


< K 


Deathtrap. Photo by Drew Trampe 


scrapped the great film, Brokeback 
Mountain. At any rate, the dextrous 
script penned by the Rosemary’s 
Baby and The Stepford Wives novel- 
ist keeps you guessing about the 
murderous intentions of the couple. 
There’s also a flamboyant clair- 
voyant named Helga played with 
loopy zest at the Jungle by Claudia 
Wilkens. 

Steve Hendrickson and Mi- 
chael Booth play partners Sidney 
and Cliff. Their expert timing 
accommodates the play’s surpris- 
ing twists and turns so if you like a 
good thriller you'll be well satisfied. 
However, the pair and director Bain 
Boehlke could have developed the 
romantic undercurrents between 
the men. They come off more as 
just work associates than lovers. 
Granted, Levin doesn’t give much 
but it could and should have been 
explored. That said, it’s a jolly 
good time! Note: Deathtrap ran a 
whopping 1,809 performances on 
Broadway. 


DEATHTRAP 
Through May 19 
Jungle Theater, 
2951 Lyndale Av. S., Mpls. 
(612) 822-7063 
www.jungletheater.com 

When Deathtrap hit Broadway 
in 1978 much was made that its two 
main characters were partners in 
writing, crime, and /ove. Therefore, 
Ira Levin's mystery thriller was a 
kind of ground-breaker, though its 
gay representations were not of the 
‘positive image’ ilk that the era's 
activists liked to tout. By the way, 
positive images are not necessarily 
always honest. Bear in mind that 
that mentality would have foolishly 


IN THE TIME OF BUTTERFLIES 
Through Apr. 27 
Mixed Blood Theatre, 
1501 S. 4th St., Mpls 
(612) 338-6131 
www.mixedblood.com 

Rafael Trujillo aka El Jefe (Boss, 
Chief) is among the gallery of ultra- 
right-wing dictators who ruled their 
respective Latin American countries 
with an iron and atrocious fist. His 
bloody, paranoid reign over the 
Dominican Republic in the mid-20th 
century, targeted and victimized 
thousands suspected of Marxist 
sympathies, real and imagined. 

Mixed Blood Theatre has staged 
a poignant and passionate In the 
Time of Butterflies inspired by the 
true story of the four Mirabal sis- 
ters who met their fate at the 
hands of Trujillo’s regime. Despite 
static stretches in Caridad Svich’s 
playwriting, director Jose Zayas’s 
exquisite cast explores the tragic 
innocence of four young females 
who were actually varied in their 
political views, but ultimately help- 
less against fascistic zeal that made 
dissidents or anyone who appears 
to be dissident, disappear. Adapted 
from the book by Julia Alvarez. 
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Continued on page 22 ++» 
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Book by Will Pomerantz and Nancy Harrow 

Music and lyrics by Nancy Harrow 

In par ip with McN: 

F. Scott Fitzgerald and his muse Zelda were glittering emblems of the Jazz Age. 
This new musical sets their tumultuous romance to a lively 


and moody jazz score. Their lives reflected the era in which they lived: 
highs and lows, boom and bust, a thrilling rise and a devastating crash. 


April 20-May 19 


Presented by 
the Friends of 
the Institute 


gift of funds from Alida Messinger 2011.12a,b | Floral art by Leslie McDonald 


Ë— _ | 
b 


_ & _ 
LINDERS 


NEIGHBORS WILL BE 
GREEN, RED, PINK, BLUE, 
AND YELLOW WITH ENVY 


MINNESOTA’S #1 PROVEN WINNERS DESTINATION 


270 W LARPENTEUR AVE, ST. PAUL 1 612-488-1927 
LINDERS.COM 


ОМ 


ESS ART | FRESH FLOWERS 


Enjoy hundreds of fresh floral arrangements inspired by the 
MIA's art collection during this annual rite of spring. 


Generous support provided by Art in Bloom 
2013 Honorary Chair Chichi Steiner, Bachman's, 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP, Gabberts Design Studio 


& Fine Furnishings, Martha Head, Lak d 
Cemetery, and Macy's. TTI MINNEAPOLIS 


Additional support provided by Acendas, INSTITUTE OF ARTS 


Creative Kidstuff, Edina Eye Physicians & 
Surgeons, Luther Auctions, Sally Mathieu, 
Velia Melrose, Nash Finch Company, 
Olson Law Firm, Teresa Pfister, Arturo Steely, . 
Nick Cave, Soundsuit, 2010, metal, wood, plastic, pigments, cotton, and acrylic fibers, and Maxine Wallin. a rts m la .O rq 
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SPOTLIGHT 


My Brother the Devil. Photo by Etienne Bol Paladin 


MY BROTHER THE DEVIL 


Lagoon Cinema, 1320 Lagoon Av., Mpls 
(612) 823-3020 
www.landmarktheatres.com 

When homoerotic desire is interwoven with homo-romantic 
love, it subverts engrained machismo. Moreover, a woman direc- 
tor/writer, Sally Hosaini, has created a penetrating examination of 
that in her stunning debut feature, My Brother The Devil. 

GLBT people and allies who vacuously parrot that if only 
everyone would just ‘come out’ our problems would subside need 
to make a beeline to this film and wise up. And those who still wax 
wondrous about director Kathryn Bigelow after her overrated Zero 
Dark Thirty need to tap into Hosaini who actually knows the cultural 
landscape that Bigelow distorts. 

Rashid (James Floyd) and his younger brother Mo (Fady 
Elsayed) are British-born, of Egyptian-Muslim heritage, and are 
puppets of gang members. When Rashid’s personal evolution makes 
him aware of things beyond his East London ‘hood’, it discombobu- 
lates Mo. Moreover, Rashid's life tailspins as his weed client Sayyid 
(a compelling Said Taghmaoui) comes on to him. At that moment, 
the homoerotic/romantic wrench is thrown into the violent works 
of gangland machismo. 

Floyd and Elsayed are both maddeningly lovable. Hosaini's ear 
for and perception of the mileu is intensely scrupulous. She's a 
woman who deeply, deeply understands the macho male psyche. 
Hosaini brings to mind female playwright Lillian Hellman who also 
possessed distinctive insight about masculinity. 


In addition, Hosaini knows 
how to lay on just the right bal- 
ance of gun-toting and violence. 
In this sense she brings to mind 
Spike Lee. My Brother The Devil 
has been legitimately compared 
to the terrific '80s cult classic My 
Beautiful Laundrette but it's its own 
phenomenon to be sure. It speaks 
to directly and viscerally to our 
present time. Though it's from the 
UK, remember that they too have 
been under the lion's paw of that 
elusive thing we Americans refer to 
as The War on Terror. 


MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL 
INTERNATIONAL FILM 
FESTIVAL'S 
QUEER OFFERINGS 
Through Apr. 28 
St. Anthony Main Theatre, 
115 SE Мат St., Mpls. 
www.mspfilmfest.org 

Once again there are some 


GLBT films at the MSP Interna- 
tional Film Fest that you will want 
to consider. Director Melissa Koch 
will speak in person after a screen- 
ing of her The Infamous T, which 
deals with homeless youth and 
bullying. Director Xavier Dolan's 
transgender romance, Laurence 
Anyways, hails from Canada. In The 
Parade gay activists in Belgrade 
form an unlikely association with 

a crime boss. Born This Way is a 
terrifying window into homophobia 
in Cameroon. Bwakaw features 
Filipino superstar Eddie Garcia as 
aman in his 70s finally coming out. 
These films are a great opportunity 
to get in touch with how queer 
issues are shaping up around the 
planet. L1 
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Buy А Quatrefoil Library Membership Today! 
Students & Seniors ...$25 per year 

Individuals... $4o per year 

Household (2 people/same address) ...$6o per year 
Supporting ...$125 per year 


Lifetime Membership ...$1,ooo 


Purchase your Quatrefoil Library membership at the library or 
online: www.qlibrary.org/support 


Serving the Greater Twin Cities GLBT Community For More 
Than 25 Years! 


Quatrefoil Library 

1619 Dayton Avenue, 

Suite 105 foil 
St. Paul, MN 55104-6206 uatrerol 


651-641-0969 Li b ra ry 


Email: info@qlibrary.org ° 4:4 SE С EZ (0 SSO 


— y CO, 
: 408 S. Hennepin Ave • MPLS, ММ 55401 + GAY90S.COM 


dis 


 STEPHANIE Always A Good Time * Never A Cover Charge 
NE ! OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM * Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 
Show 
Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR 
for HEATED SMOKING PATIO 


Singles Pool 
== TOURNAMENT 


Sun., April 21 ° 4 PM 


Your BARTENDER 


nesse BRANDON = 


OF MINNESOTA 
Tune in or listen online Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 T Ei “like” us on 
at www.AM950radio.com 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis ° (612) 871-5553 ° www.19bar.itgo.com facebook 
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BAR SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 
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GAY 90'S ApRIL7 


ARE YOU READY TO GET YOUR "SPARKLE" ON? 
IT'S “SPARKLE” TIME 
presented by TiNea! and Mary Brewster... 


*** 274 Annual "Team Sparkle" Fundraiser *** 
Sunday, April 21°t at 3:00 
Support our team in the 2013 Red Ribbon Ride 


*** "Brewster's Big Birthday Bash" *** 
Saturday, May 11* at 9:30 
wl Anastasia, Tonia Lee Collins, Yana Falana 
and...LADY MICHELLE! 


CHECK DAILY HAPPENINGS AT TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
OR TOWN HOUSE BAR ON FACEBOOK 
1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL 
MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL * 651-646-7087 
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Established 1975 


1933 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 


KE 


^ SAWATDEE 


Thai Cuisine 


AWARD WINNING THAI CUISINE SINCE 1983 
DELIVERY * CATERING * FULL BAR * PRIVATE PARTY КООМ 


607 Washington Ave S * Downtown Mpls * 612.338.6451 


www.sawatdee.com 


BOTH locations participate їп Dining Out for Life! 
W 


% 


SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS CN 26 LORING PARK 


CITIZEN 


CAFE FOR THE PEOPLE 


5411 PENN AVE. SOUTH 1612 HARMON PL 
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55419 MINNEAPOLIS MN 55403 


А 
ашама BISTRO BAR л. MUSIG ©“ 


2403 East 38TH STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55406 


612-729-1122 


www.thecitizencafe.com www.CafeMaude.com 


PATIO OPEN: WELCOMES Doss! HAPPY Hour 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRIGE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


Wine bar f саба à 


more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night Dining 


612.333.4305 

415 N. 15T ST. - MINNEAPOLIS 
HOURS: TU-TH & SUN. 5-1 1PM 
FRI & SAT 5PM-MIDNIGHT 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
FAB 50 AWARDS! 


Hennepin @ West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Daily Specials 
L* RESTAURANT 

* R£STAURANT * Со 
Lake at Lyndale 

612.825.9922 Catering 


Tues-Fri 4:30рт-1 [рип 
Sat. l [ат- 1 Ipm/Sun. | Іат-10рт 
www.itsgreektomemn.com 


Yes 


ds 
Jakeeno's 


sae since 1975 ee 


DATE NIGHT 


Every Thursday after 6pm 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pizza 


Desssert 


Bottle of Wine 539000 
612.825.6827 


3555 Chicago Bvenue South, Minneapolis 


Bielenberg @ Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 G rand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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SLICE 


Remember those days when 
the promise of a sticker reward 
was all the bribery needed to 
get you on your very best be- 
havior? Dining Out for Life is on 
the horizon and it's the best rea- 
son to eat at some of the best 
restaurants to help out those 
afflicted with HIV/AIDS. Morn- 
ing, noon, and night chefs put 
out their very best, while the 
restaurants turn around 
and donate a portion of 
their profits to benefit 
the Aliveness Project. 

By eating out on this 
blessed day, you're 
helping neighbors 
and you get a sticker! 
What could be better? 


Here are a few fun spots C) 4 


to grab a bite to eat, broken 
down by neighborhood. (For 
a full list of participating res- 
taurants and the percentage 
of proceeds they'll be donat- 
ing, visit 


Continued on page 28 
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VARIOUS LOCATIONS 


Pizza Lucé. It's easy to take 
Pizza Lucé for granted. We've 
grown accustomed to their 
plates. Fresh pizzas packed with 
fresh vegetables, hot hoagies, 
and crispy salads are now deliv- 
ered all over the metro and even 
upin Duluth. (This, if you haven't 
been, their bar and band area is 
a great place to hang out while in 
the Twin Ports.) Lucé is contrib- 
uting 35% of dine-in lunch and 
dinner service. It's a great reason 
to pop in and remember why this 
has long been one of the Twin 
Cities’ favorite pizza pies. | sug- 
gest you start with a little Ruby 
Rae action. www.pizzaluce.com 
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Dine out. 
Do qood. 
April25. 


Dining 
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DULUTH DULUTH NORTHEAST MINNEAPOLIS 


bad 


Va Bene. While the tourists 
flock to Canal Park, locals in the 
know to go this little gem on the 
shores of Lake Superior. When 
the wind is right, their patio has 
some of the most beautiful views 
of this great lake. When the wind 
switches and those sub-zero 
temps roll off the frigid sapphire 
waves, the cozy indoor patio 
has plenty of glass windows for 
safe, warm gazing. The food is 
fresh Italian with some fantastic 
gelato. They will be contributing 
35% of lunch and dinner sales. 
734 East Superior Street www. 
vabenecaffe.com 


| j 


Sir Benedict's: This low-key 
sandwich shop used to be a gas 
station years ago. They keep 
their ties to the old ways by 
bringing in some of the area’s 
considerable music talent for a 
little picking and strumming in 
the evenings. During the day 
fans line up for their made-to-or- 
der sandwiches. Service is order 
at the counter and they will bring 
your food to you. If they happen 
to have it, do not miss their beer 
cheese soup - or their beer selec- 
tion for that matter- they have a 
fabulous selection. Donating 35% 
of lunch and dinner. 805 East Su- 
perior Street www.sirbens.com 


| | 


Hazel's Northeast has been а 
part of the Northeast neighbor- 
hood for over a year now, but it's 
hard to imagine a time before 
them. The breakfast food has fans 
trekking in from all over the cities 
for their drunken banana French 
toast and brisket hash. Lunch 
includes the Audubon, a serious 
sandwich filled with chicken, gooey 
cheese, bacon, and honey mustard 
on cranberry studded bread. Din- 
ner is bistro fare with a little elegant 
goosing: lobster mac and cheese, 
Swedish meatballs or burgers. 
Donating 3596 of breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. 2859 Johnson St. NE 
www.hazelsnortheast.com 


Continued on page 30 


A network of care, all around you. 


If you live in Hennepin County, chances are good 
there’s an HCMC clinic nearby. These multi-specialty 
clinics accept most health plans, allow you to 
manage your care with 24-hour online access to 
MyChart and are ready to provide expert health 


care for you and your family. 


ef Hennepin County 
Ш =. Medical Center 


Downtown Primary and Specialty Care Clinics 
Brooklyn Center Clinic * Brooklyn Park Clinic * East Lake Clinic 
Richfield Clinic • Whittier Clinic * St. Anthony Village Clinic 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


GEES A 


BREA 


: : TM 
simpLu Beuond the ordinaru. 
Erga 
Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 


253 WEST SEVENTH SEL ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES РА. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Auto Accidents/Injuries 
e Second Parent Adoptions e Domestic Partnerships 
* Wills & Trusts * Employment Law 

* Business Law * Bankruptcy 


612.332.5100 
www. cloutier- law. Sorn 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member EREE INITIAL CONSUL Л ee 


An American Restaurant 


| 
| 
| 
Monday-Saturday - 3pm to 7pm and 10pm to midnight | 
Sunday - The best all day Happy Hour in Town goes 
All Day Sunday, including Half Price Bottles of Wine. 


Proud to be a participant of Dining Out for Life 


3118 West Lake Street | Minneapolis | 612.920.7777 | trygs.com ËF B 
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SOUTHWEST MINNEAPOLIS 


I PICCOLO \ 


Piccolo. There are chefs. 
There are chef-owned restau- 
rants. Then there is Doug Flicker 
and Piccolo. Flicker’s masterful 
craft creates flavors and dishes 
that will send your heart a’flutter. 
He takes humble ingredients like 
pig trotters, pickled herring and 
stinging nettles and transforms 
them into elegant, fine-dining 
works of culinary art. It’s all done 
on modest-sized plates inside 
a comfortable neighborhood 
bistro. Best recommendation 
for a dish? Get them all. This is 
the perfect place for a romantic 
night, or for a group who ap- 
preciates great food. Donating 
35% of dinner. 4300 Bryant Ave. 
S. www.piccolompls.com 


f WISE ACRE EATERY \ 
Wise Acre Eatery. Other 

restaurants can partner with lo- 

cal farms for their products, but 
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Wise Acre Eatery goes one step 
further. They own both the farm 
and the table. Ingredients they 
can't grow are largely sourced 
from those who follow their 
sustainable practices. It's a stun- 
ning spot if the weather is warm 
for enjoying the Tangletown 
Gardens view or tucking into 
cozy comfort dishes when the 
spring winds blow. It's a great 
spot for a weekday - their simple 
homemade cranberry granola 

in yogurt and fruit is a delicious 
wake-up treat. Donating 35% of 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. 5401 
Nicollet Ave S. www.wiseacree- 
atery.com 


WHITTIER 


f NIGHTINGALE 


Nightingale. Step inside this 
chic spot and you would never 
guess that it used to be a little 
grocery market. It's all about the 
small plates and killer cocktails 
here. It's a perfect spot to grab 
a bunch of friends and load up 
the table with dishes for snack- 
ing and sharing. Make sure at 


least one of those plates are the 
mammoth sized spicy, sweet 
wings. Their cocktails are superb 
sippers, especially their take on 
the Sauzerac with just the right 
amount of bitterness. Best of all, 
they're open late, for you night 
owls, serving dinner until 1 am. 
Donating 25% of dinner. 2551 
Lyndale Ave. S. www.nightin- 
galempls.com 


UPTOWN 


f CHINO LATINO } 


Chino Latino. Тһе pretty 
young things continue to flock to 
this Uptown hot spot. Cocktails 
garnished with plastic monkeys 
and Dendrobium orchids never 
go out of fashion. The plates 
still sizzle with worldly flavors. 
Right now they're also featuring 
Street Sheets, special chef- 
crafted menus from different hot 
zones around the world. Spring 
is Cuba, so they have ropa vieja, 
slow roasted flank steak, and 
Cuba Libres (rum and Coke with 
a lime). Donating 25% of dinner. 


DINING OUT FOR ЕЕЕ 


2916 Hennepin Ave. www.chino- 
latino.com 


| UPTOWN САЕЕТЕВ!А \ 


Uptown Cafeteria and Sup- 
port Group. Hopefully, Thursday 
is warm enough for them to 
open up all those lovely win- 
dows onto Lake Street. This is 
always a fabulous spot for happy 
hour with the opportunity to 
watch the passersby just like the 
good ol’ days of Figlio. This kind 
of food makes it hard to leave 
hungry. Graze through the fried 
goodness from their bourbon 
and black pepper wings to the 
crispy crab fritters. Donating 20% 
of dinner. 3001 Hennepin Ave 
(entrance at Lake Street and Gi- 
rard) www.uptowncafeteria.com 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS 


f MANNY'S STEAKHOUSE } 


Manny's Steakhouse. This 
steakhouse is a perennial pick 
as the best in the cities for good 


Continued on page 32 > 
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YOUR YEAR-ROUND FARMERS MARKETE = 


Еуегуопе EZ L 


Minnesota’s New 
mnc et 


12pk Bottles 


LORING 


KITCHEN s BAR 


www.LoniNcKiTcHEN.cÓoM * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


Plus Over 400 Wines On Sale! 


www.sorellawines.com 
612-339-4040 
1010 S. Washington Avenue 


T GROCERY, B 


<ç m y 
QU. LA x 


THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST 


Since 1987 


twitter.com/holylanddeli 


Main Store 

2513 Central Ave. NE. · Мр. MN 55418 - 612-781-2627 = 
Midtown Global Market f Like us 
(old Sears bldg.) Offers! 


920 East Lake St. - Mpls, MN 55407 - 612-870-6104 facebook.com/holylandbrand 


Thursday, April 25th 
join us for dinner 
and help fight AIDS 
during this year’s 

Dining Out For Life 
| fundraiser. 


э COCINA de ESPAÑA € 


For details visit solera-restaurant.com 


у graves|60! hotel 
WYNDHAM GRAND COLLECTION 


SOPHISTICATED MODERN LUXURY 
601 FIRST AVENUE NORTH * MINNEAPOLIS ° 612.677.1100 
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reason. This is a serious meat 
selection. Dry aged, beautifully 
marbled steaks the size of your 
head are cooked to perfection. 
It's not just the meat that comes 
king-sized, side dishes serve two 
and the Maker's Mark whiskey 
doused bread pudding can feed 
your whole family (but no one 
says you have to share). Donat- 
ing 25% of breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. 825 Marquette Ave. www. 
mannyssteakhouse.com 
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Black Sheep Pizza. The coal 
fire imparts a unique flavor to 
the blistered, yeasty crust on 
this pie. Toppings are straight- 
forward — no gimmicks here, just 
high quality, simple food. The 
meatball and ricotta with garlic is 
studded with tender, mild meat 
and creamy cheese on bright 
tomato sauce with a snappy little 
kick from the garlic. While there, 
don't forget to eat your greens! 
The Farmer's Market salad takes 
advantage of whatever ingre- 
dients are in season, lightly 
dressed and always packed with 
flavor. Donating 35% of dinner. 
600 Washington Ave. N. (also at 
512 Robert Street in downtown 
St. Paul) www.blacksheeppizza. 
com 


ST. PAUL 


Јоап in the Park. St. Paul's 
Highland Park neighborhood 
has fallen hard for this sweet 
little gem. We love their steaks 
and have signed up for the fan 
club for their delicious crab 
cakes. The warmly lit space is 
just what this part of town was 
missing. There are nooks and 
crannies for romantic dates, a 
bar for a little casual conversa- 
tion and comfortable seating for 
in-depth, serious conversations. 
The service is as warm and as 
inviting as spending an evening 
in Chef Susan Dunlop and Joan 
Schmitt's home. Donating 20% 
of dinner. 631 Snelling Ave. S. 
www.joansinthepark.com 
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Muffuletta. This neighbor- 
hood restaurant is always 
serving something seasonal and 
comforting. Whether sitting on 
their gorgeous patio sipping a 
little white wine or tucked into 
the cozy dining room, there is 
always a perfect seat to match 
your mood. The seasonal menu 
uses a lot of ingredients from 
local sources, like the Wild Acres 
duck served with fingerling 
potatoes cooked confit, paired 
with black kale and a mole sauce. 
They also have a couple of clas- 
sic dishes that haven't changed 


through the many years they've 
been open - like the crispy fried 
calamari or their beer cheese 
soup. Donating 20% of lunch and 
dinner. 2260 Como Ave. www. 
muffuletta.com 


| j 


Salut Bar Americain. This 
brasserie is a casual neighbor- 
hood spot with a distinctive 
French American flare. Their 
fries that arrive with a side of 
ultra lush, herb flecked Béar- 
naise sauce are a must order 
on any visit. While the menu is 
packed with Parisian-style fare, 
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a) 


\ 
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like the steak frites and mussels, 
many take a sharp left turn into 
fusion territory. The frogs legs 
are fried and tossed in Buffalo 
sauce - tastes like chicken! This 
is another St. Paul spot with a 
great patio, perfect for watching 


the foot traffic on Grand Avenue. 


The bar is a nice spot for happy 
hour - where you can fill up on 
food for only a couple of bucks 
and the dining room is mellow, 
romantically lit for quiet eve- 

nings for two. Donating 20% of 


lunch and dinner. 917 Grand Ave. 


(Also located at 50th and France 
in Edina.) www.salutbarameric- 
ain.com 
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RODIZIO GRILL THE FONDUE EFFECT 


ZZEE usr BECAME PERSONAL. 


NEW MENU. NEW WAYS TO ORDER. 
IT’S A WHOLE NEW EXPERIENCE. 


The у» «9; 


Melting | Poł. 


a irar ZE restaurant 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED ,* MELTINGPOT.COM 
(612) 338-9900 + 80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 
Pricing valid at this location only. All menu items are priced and portioned per person. 
Price above reflects the starting price for the 4-Course Experiences. 


BEER 


- “OF THE” = 


LIGHT-BODIED BREW, 
FRESH, CLEAN, 
CRISP FINISH 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 3 i 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm i | | 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour 7 y en Ioa f Bar L quie 
on Monday & Tuesdays! Piel =. a t = 


**Not applicable during Хсе! Energy Center events 


lb ti con ey EO Tr EE 
E TE Seg EsainteaulsiViNjoo102 | 6517222131007 
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GATO 
The GLBT community of Minnesota EEA 

is fortunate enough to be supported Famil SE 

by many non-profits that strive to 
improve our quality of life. These 
non-profits work tirelessly to protect 
our families, our rights, and our 
health. This spring, show your thanks 
and your support by attending one 
(or all!) of the special events that 
directly benefit the services that i i ii| ole in changing hisi and inspire all fa 
unite our community and allow us to amilies, and acp, HITS to discuss c nels and inf, 
move forward into a more healthy, 3 
happy, апа prosperous future. 


milies 
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EMERGENCY SHELTER, 
SHORT-TERM HOUSING, AND 
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES FOR 
HOMELESS YOUTH AGES 16- 
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ENVIRONMENT. 
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Dine Out, Fight. AIDS 
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revolutionary Cuban cooking 


612-743-3283 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
marketing solutions 


do Gast’ e | 
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BERARDUCCI's CAFFÉ 


Donate online at aliveness.org or raan.org. 


CITY PAGES, KARE 11 and LAVENDER invite you to 


DINING OUT FOR LIFE 


THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2013 


Dine out at one of these participating restaurants on Thursday, April 25, and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to The Aliveness 
Project and Rural AIDS Action Network. Help support these agencies serving people living with HIV/AIDS. It’s the easiest good deed 


you'll do this year! 


B=Breakfast `Y = Includes 
L = Lunch alcohol 
D - Dinner Ж =50%+ 


ACQUA Restaurant and Bar D 
al Vento D 
Bambú D Y 
B.A.N.K.L,D Y 
Bar Abilene D 
Birchwood Cafe D 
Black Sheep Pizza - 
Mpls. D Y 


Black Sheep Pizza - 

St. Paul D Y 
Blackbird Cafe B,L,D Y 
Café Ena L,D Y 
Cafe SouthSide B,L,D 
Carmelo’s Ristorante L,D Y 
Chin Dian D 
Cupcake - 

University Store BLD Y 


Cuppa Java 
Coffee and Deli D Ў ж 
Di Noko’s Pizzeria D 
eagleBOLTbar D ж 
Elsie’s B,L,D 
FireLake Grill House & 
Cocktail Bar B Y ж 
Foxy Falafel L,D 
George and the Dragon L,D Y 
Grand Cafe L,D Y 
Great Waters 
Brewing Company L,D 
The Happy GnomeL Y 
Hazel’s Northeast B,L,D Y 
The Herkimer Brew Pub D Y 
Highland Café & Bakery D 
Himalayan Restaurant D 
Hot PlateB Y 
J.D. Hoyt’s D 
Khyber Pass Cafe 1.0 Y 
La Chaya Bistro LD Y 
Loring Kitchen & Bar L,D Y 
The Lowbrow L,D 
The Lowry Cafe D 


LUSH BLD ж 
Maverick's Wood Grill LD Y 
moto-i Sake 
Brewery & Restaurant D Y 
Ngon Vietnamese Bistro D 
The Original Gabes 
By The Park L,D 
Pagoda D 
Piccolo D 
Pizza Lucé - Downtown Mpls. 
(DINE IN ONLY) L,D Y 


Pizza Lucé - Hopkins 

(DINE IN ONLY) L,D Y 
Pizza Lucé - Richfield 

(DINE IN ONLY) L,D Y 
Pizza Lucé - 

Seward/University 

(DINE-IN ONLY) L,D Y 
Pizza Lucé - St. Paul 

(DINE-IN ONLY) L,D Y 
Pizza Lucé - Uptown 

(DINE IN ONLY) L,D Y 
Pizza Nea L,D Y 
Republic at 

Calhoun Square L,D 
Republic at Seven Corners 1,0 
Rustica Bakery B,L,D 
Saffron Restaurant & Lounge D 
The Saloon D * 
Sawatdee St. Paul D Y 


Señor Wong 

Bar & Restaurant D 
Social House D Y 
Solera D 
Spill The Wine L,D 
St. Petersburg 

Restaurant & Vodka Bar D 
Tangletown's 

Wise Acre Eatery BL,D Y 
Thanh Do Restaurant LD Y 
Toast Wine Bar & Cafe D ж 
Victor's 1959 Café B,L,D 
Wilde Roast Cafe B,L,D 
Yum! Kitchen & Bakery 

(Take Out Only) B,L,D Y 
Zen Box Izakaya L,D 


For more information visit 


diningoutforlife.com EE PREE 


GOLD LEVEL (25-34%) Sawatdee Minneapolis L,D 


Anodyne Coffeehouse B,L,D 
Brookside Bar & Grill L,D 
Bukhara Indian Bistro L,D 
Burger Jones - 
Burnsville 1,0 Y 
Burger Jones - Mpls. L,D Y 
Chino Latino D Y 
Curran’s Restaurant D Y 
Ecopolitan B,L,D Y 
Eden Avenue Grill D Y 
Ernie’s Pub & Grille D 
Erte & The Peacock Lounge D 
Falafel King B,L,D 
Fuji Ya Japanese 0 Y 
Gael's Gourmet L 
Gay 90's D 
The Glockenspiel L,D 
Good Earth - Edina B,L,D Y 
Good Earth - 
Roseville B,L,D Y 
HauteDish D 
Icehouse D 
Jakeeno's Pizza & Pasta L,D 
Kozlak's Royal Oak Restaurant 
Wedding & Events L,D Y 
La Grolla D Y 
Lyon’s Pub 1,0 
Manny’s 
Steak House B,L,D Y 
Market Bar-B-Que D Y 
May Day Café B.L, 
McCoy’s Public House L,D 
Mozza Mia L,D Y 
Nightingale D 
Palumbo's Pizzeria L,D Y 
Pittsburgh Blue - 
Edina LD T 
Pittsburgh Blue- 
Maple Grove L,D Y 
Rainbow Chinese 
Restaurant & Bar L,D Y 
Salut Bar Américain - 
Edina LD T 
Sawatdee & Zushiya of 
Maple Grove L,D 


Signature Cafe L,D Y 
Tryg's American Restaurant D 
Union L,D 


Ginger Hop Restaurant L,D Y 
Hard Times Café B,L,D 

It's Greek to Me D 

Jerusalem Restaurant L,D 


SILVER LEVEL (20-24%) MENUAN 


The 5-8 Club D 
The 5-8 Grill and Bar D 
5-8 Tavern and Grill D 
Ah Sa Wan L 
Angelo's Italian Restaurant L,D 
Aster Cafe L,D 
Bagu Sushi & Thai L,D 
Barbette B,L,D 
Be'wiched Deli D Y 
Black Dog Coffee B.L Y 
Black Forest Inn L,D 
Boca Chica Restaurant L,D Y 
Brasa Rotisserie - Mpls. L,D 
Brasa Rotisserie - St. Paul L,D 
Bruegger’s Prairie Village B,L 
Bryant Lake Bowl L,D 
The Bulldog Downtown D 
The Bulldog Lowertown D 
The Bulldog Uptown L,D 
Buona Sera 

Ristorante and Wine Bar D 
Buster's on 28th L,D 
The Butcher 

Block Restaurant D 
C.C. Club B,L,D 
Cafe Maude at Loring D 
Cafe Maude on Penn L,D 
Chiang Mai Thai 1,0 Y 
Citizen Cafe D Y 
Colossal Café - Mpls. B.L, 
Colossal Café - St. Paul B,L 
Dunn Bros Coffee - 

Roseville B,L 
El Paraiso 

Mexican Restaurant L,D Y 
FACES Mears Park L,D 
First Course D Y 
Galactic Pizza LD Y 
Gigi's Café B,L,D 


Kramarczuk 
Sausage Co. Inc. BLD Y 
Lucia’s Restaurant D 
Luna Rossa L,D Y 
Manny's Tortas L,D 
Maynard's Restaurant L Y 
Muffuletta L,D 
nacho mamas L,D 
The New Uptown Diner B 
Nonna Rosa's 
Ristorante Italiano L,D Y 
Park Tavern 
Bowling & Entertainment 
Center L,D Y 
Pat’s Tap L,D 
Q fanatic BBQ D Y 
Rail Station Bar & Grill B,L,D 
Red Stag Supperclub L,D 
Restaurant Alma D 
Rinata D 
Roat Osha D Y 
Salut Bar Américain - 
St. Paul L,D 
The Sample Room L,D T 
Santorini L,D 
Sapor Café/Bar L,D 
Sen Yai Sen Lek L,D Y 
The Smack Shack L,D 
Sparks D 
Spoonriver L,D T 
St. Louis Park 
Woodfire Grill L,D Y 
Stanley's NE Bar Room B,L,D 
Stella’s Fish Café & 
Prestige Oyster Bar L,D 


SUBARU IS PROUD TO HOST 


Dine Out, Fight AIDS 


Tooties On Lowry D Y 

Tracy's Saloon & Eatery D 

Trattoria da Vinci L,D 

Trotter’s Café B,L,D 

Tum Rup Thai D 

Uptown Cafeteria and 
Support Group D 

Vina Restaurant D Y 

W.A. Frost & Company L Y 


GREATER MINNESOTA 


PARTICIPATING 
RESTAURANTS 


Duluth 
Pizza Lucé - Duluth 
(DINE IN ONLY) L,D Y 
PLATINUM 
Sir Benedicts Tavern 
on the Lake L,D PLATINUM 
Va Bene Berarducci’s Caffe L,D 
PLATINUM 
Amazing Grace 
Bakery & Cafe B,L,D GOLD 
At Sara's Table/ 
Chester Creek Café D T 
SILVER 


Lansesboro 
Old Village Hall 
Restaurant р Y PLATINUM 
Mankato 
Coffee Hag B,L,D SILVER 
Pub 500 L,D GOLD 


St. Cloud 
House of Pizza D PLATINUM 
Pacific Wok L PLATINUM 
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RURAL AIDS ACTION NETWORK 


Providing Care, Service, and Support 


SINCE OUR FIRST GAME IN 
2OO2, BINGO A-GOGO HAS 
RAISED OVER $7OO,OOO, 
ENSURING EFFORTS TO PROVIDE 
SUPPORTIVE DAY AND MENTAL 
HEALTH SERVICES TO THE HIV/ 
AIDS COMMUNITY IN THE 
TWIN CITIES 
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On we invite you to be part : 
and participate in the 1st national 


Give OUT Day is a new national initiative that will en 
and mobilize thousands of people on a single дау #7055 the 
support of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgende 
chance for LGBTQ groups large and small, to wall across 1 
issues and activities that matter to the LGBTQ c unity fi 
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BUCHHOLZ NOTES THAT 
TRAINING TO SERVE HAS 
BECOME MORE THAN JUST 
AN ORGANIZATION THAT 
TRAINS SERVICE PROVIDERS. 
THE GLBT COMMUNITY NOW 
SEES TRAINING TO SERVE ASA 
RESOURCE. 


Y training Service 


MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 


EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 
952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 Premier Collision Shops 
INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 


651-286-3921 
No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 
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í Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 


way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part ofit. 


Let's talk if you are: 
e HIV+ 
° 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


For more information about UN IVERSITY 


articipating in a research study, 


call: 612-625-7472 OF MINNESOTA 


or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu Driven to Discover” 
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$35 ADVANCE - $40 AT DOOR 
HYATT REGENCY, MINNEAPOLIS 


TICKETS @ BINGOAGOGO.COM 


Twin Cities 
PARK Gay Men’s Chorus 
жу, 


BENEFITING: HOUSE 


— 
fiant dental 


Filister Enterprises 


dental 


COSTUME 
CONTEST 


FOOD & DRINKS 
RAFFLES 


BARBIE Q 
GOSH ALICE JONES 


MRS. MARGIE 
PEDERSON 


= 


BINGO HOTLINE 
(612) 863-7168 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
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Overall health of GLBT рео 


Dle across Minnesota. 
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An exceptional 
community deserves 
exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 
www.farmersagent.com/swolfson 


FARMERS 


Chiropractic Care s Active Release 
Technique s Acupuncture 
Treatments * Variety of Massage 
Therapy * Cold Laser Therapy ° 
Graston * Kinesotaping * Accident 
Injury Recovery 


952-808-2922 


12002 County Rd 11, Burnsville 
eagletracewellness.com 


In-network providers for all major 
insurance groups and Medicare. 


Men' 5 Неа ета 
/ @ ej services 
Now Offering 


HIV, SYPHILIS, 
& FULL STI-Testing 


EN O 
Men's Health Clinic @ 
525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor | Minneapolis | (612) 348-6641 
Second Thursday of Each Month 4-7pm 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
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NON-PROFITS CALENDAR 


There are many opportunities all year ‘round to support organizations that are near and dear to our community and hearts. 
Here is a short list of upcoming happenings to make sure are on your radar from our online calendar at www.LavenderMaga- 
zine.com/calendar-of-events. Read up on what's going on and get your event listed for free! 


Event: The Journey Home 
Guided Tours 

Organization: Clare Housing 
Multiple dates April - December 
Join Clare Housing for a guided 
one-hour tour of their HIV-specif- 
ic Housing programs. Learn how 
affordable housing and support- 
ive services improves the quality 
of life for people living with HIV/ 
AIDS in the Twin Cities. 
www.clarehousing.org/get- 
involved/journey-home-tour/ 


Event: Earth Day in the City: 
Minneapolis Watershed Cleanup 
Organization: Friends of the Mis- 
sissippi River 

April 20, 2013 

Friends of the Mississippi River 
is hosting a cleanup at two sites 
in the Mississippi River Gorge 
on Earth Day this year, bringing 
people from local river corridor 
neighborhoods and through- 
out the metro area together to 
contribute to the health and 
vitality of the Mississippi River 
watershed. 

www.fmr.org 


Event: Earth Dog! 

Organization: Ruff Love Dogs 
April 21, 2013 

Ruff Love Dogs is excited to present 
Earth Dog! A celebration of dogs, 
art, and sustainable communities, 
benefiting Save-A-Bull Rescue. 
www.rufflovenortheast.com 


Event: 30th Anniversary Concert 
with Cantus 

Organization: The Advocates for 
Human Rights 

April 25, 2013 

Minnesota's remarkable culture 
of philanthropy and social justice 
gave rise three decades ago to 


The Advocates for Human Rights. 


To kickoff The Advocates’ 30th 
anniversary, join fellow advo- 
cates for a Cantus concert. 
www.theadvocatesforhuman- 
rights.org 


Event: ARENA Bikini: 

NEON GLAM 

Organization: ARENA Dances 
April 26, 2013 

6th Annual Bikini: NEON GLAM, 
a sexy fundraiser, party, fashion 
show, and dance performance 
for Mathew Janzcewski's ARENA 
Dances. 

www.arena-dances.org 


Event: dreamXchange 
Organization: The Ann Bancroft 
Foundation 

April 26, 2013 

The Ann Bancroft Foundation 
(ABF) will celebrate its 16th 
anniversary of creating a world 
where every woman and girl has 
a chance to live her wild dream 
and reach her full potential. 
www.annbancroftfoundation.org 


Event: 40th Anniversary Gala 
Organization: Intermedia Arts 
April 28, 2013 

Intermedia Arts celebrates 40 
years as Minnesota's premiere 
multidisciplinary, multicultural 
arts organization. Special meal 
prepared by Chef Matt Bickford 
and live music performance by 
III Chemistry (Desdamona and 
Carnage) and Chastity Brown. 
www.intermediaarts.org 


Event: GLBT Host Home Program 
Fundraiser 

Organization: Avenues for Home- 
less Youth 

May 2, 2013 

Join hosts John Larsen and Mike 
Stewart at their new home to 
support the GLBT Host Home 
Program of Avenues for Home- 
less Youth. This community- 
based program pairs volunteer 
hosts with gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender youth who are 
experiencing homelessness. 
www.avenuesforyouth.org 


Event: Walk for Animals 
Organization: Animal Humane 
Society 

May 4, 2013 

You know how special it is to 
look down and see your pet 
staring back at you. A simple 
walk becomes something more 
when you share it with your furry 
friend. Now is the time to step 
up (and out!) for the animals less 
fortunate than your own--the 
cats, dogs, birds and critters that 
Animal Hmane Society cares for 
each year--at the annual Walk for 
Animals. 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Event: 2013 East Side 

Wine Tasting 

Organization: East Side Neigh- 
borhood Services 

May 9, 2013 

Mark your calendars for an eve- 
ning of wine, food, and entertain- 
ment at the 2013 East Side Wine 
Tasting. Tickets and proceeds 
benefit the programs of East Side 
Neighborhood Services in Min- 
neapolis. 

Www.esns.org 


Event: Divas and Desserts 
Concerts 

Organization: Twin Cities 
Women's Choir 

May 10 & 11, 2013 

Music, desserts and silent auction 
presented by the Twin Cities 
Women’s Choir. Please join us for 

an evening filled with the wonders 
of possibility to see the world, to 
connect with community, to discover 
yourself! 
www.twincitieswomenschoir.org 


Event: Moveable Feast 
Organization: Open Arms of 
Minnesota 

May 16, 2013 

The 9th Annual Moveable Feast 
is when you can help Open Arms 
accomplish the goal to raise over 
$300,000 in just one night. That 


equals ingredients for 250,000 
free, nutritious and delicious 
meals, over half the meals 
cooked and delivered to people 
living with life-threatening illness 
in the community during 2013. 
www.openarmsmoveablefeast. 
org 


Event: 41st Annual Twin Cities 
Pride Festival 

Organization: Twin Cities Pride 
Festival 

June 29th & 30th, 2013 
Concerts, picnics, vendors, pa- 
rading, eating, enjoying--all part 
of the Upper Midwest's largest 
Pride festival. Though designated 
a weekend on the calendar, the 
whole Pride celebration extends 
throughout the month of June, 
so check the website for all 
events. 

www.tcpride.org 


Event: 11th Annual Red Ribbon 
Ride 

Organization: Red Ribbon Ride 
July 18-21, 2013 

11th Anniversary Red Ribbon 
Ride means 4 days, nearly 300 
miles, hundreds of riders and 
volunteers, and many dollars 
raised to support eight Minneso- 
ta AIDS services organizations. 
www.redribbonride.org 


Event: 17th Annual River Cruise 
Party for Hope House 
Organization: Hope House 
August 5, 2013 

Hope House provides assisted 
care for people living with HIV/ 
AIDS who are no longer able to 
live independently. Each year, 
one of our biggest fundraisers 
and wildest party is the Annual 
Hope House Cruise, the "Carib- 
bean on the St. Croix." 
www.hopehousescv.org L1 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BIG GAY NEWS 


BAYMEWS . COM: 


YOUR GLET WORLD MEWS! 


CALIFORNIA 
A Gay Leader Emerges In The ‘Hood 


The LA Weekly Times reports that Deshawn Cole 
came out at Watts’ Imperial Courts project, blazing 

an inner-city trail. Cole is working hard at making the 
most of being a young, black gay man in the tough 
projects, where homosexuality is often seen as a waste 
of manhood. While he isn’t the first to come out as 

gay in the gang-riddled neighborhood, he is certainly 
the first one to be out and proud, according to his 
mother. Now, working as a recreational aide at the 
Imperial Courts Recreation Center, Cole is becoming a 
respected community figure whose principles, energy,, 
and kind-heartedness have helped to change the 
attitudes of many residents of the Watts neighborhood 
towards GLBT people. 


ARIZONA 

Arizona Town OKs Gay Unions Despite State Threats 

The Washington Times reports that state law may not allow for same-sex mar- 
riages, but city council members in Bisbee, Arizona, couldn’t care less. The 
small town voted 5 to 2 to pass the measure legalizing same-sex civil unions, 
even in light of warnings from Attorney General Tom Horn, who threatened 
legal action if it passed. Arizona state law bans same-sex marriage, but there are 
a number of loopholes regarding local governments’ ordinances that are both 
unclear and untested. 


JERSEY 

Gay Slurs By Coach Renew Issue Of Bullying At Rutgers 

NorthJersey.com reports that just as Rutgers University began to emerge from 
the homophobic cyberbullying of Tyler Clementi, the school finds itself em- 
broiled in another controversy — this time centered on bullying and anti-gay 
slurs hurled at basketball players by their coach. While the school has since 
fired coach Mike Rice, it still begs the question of how safe and accepting the 
atmosphere on campus is toward GLBT students. Troy Stevenson, executive 
director of Garden State Equality, stated: “Homophobia, harassment, intimida- 
tion, and bullying should not be tolerated in our society. We address this issue in 
our classrooms and it’s high time we address this in our locker rooms.” 


CALIFORNIA 

Magic Johnson’s Openly Gay Son Grateful For Dad’s Support 

ABC News reports that Magic Johnson’s support for his openly gay son is being 
applauded. Earvin “EJ” Johnson Ш, one of the former L.A. Lakers star’s three 
children with wife Cookie, was photographed hand-in-hand with his boyfriend 
on Tuesday. The basketball legend responded to the photo by stating that he and 
his wife “love E.J. and support him in every way. We’re very proud of him.” 
Johnson has been a longtime supporter of the GLBT community since revealing 
that he was HIV-positive in 1991. 


1-USA 

What Classic Sitcoms Taught Us About Gay Rights 

The Daily Beast reports that before Hillary Clinton, Rob Portman and President 
Obama were championing gay marriage, Sophia Petrillo, Julia Sugarbaker, and 
Mrs. Garrett were equal-rights crusaders. Long before the likes of “Will and 
Grace” and “Glee”, many classic network comedies were showing audiences 
that being gay was nothing to be ashamed of and that the old adage of “love 
thy neighbor” meant accepting them for themselves and not for who they chose 
to love. 


2-CHINA 

Taboos Push China’s Gay Men To Wed Women 

Aljazeera reports that activists fight for GLBT rights as pressure to produce 
offspring pushes country’s gay males to marry unsuspecting women. While the 
situation is not a new one, nor is it limited to China, some researchers believe 
that China’s strict one-child policy puts a great deal of pressure on gay men 
to marry and produce a child to appease their parents. Homosexuality is still 
considered taboo in many of China’s less developed provinces, which can also 
result in gay men marrying unsuspecting women in order to hide their sexuality 
and gain acceptance within a fairly rigid society. 


3-CANADA 

Gay Owners To Close Restaurant, Sick Of Insults 

The Winnipeg Free Press reports that a new rural Manitoba restaurant is sud- 
denly closing its doors following a series of homophobic verbal attacks against 
the two gay owners. Pots N Hands, which served home-cooked, made-from- 
scratch lunches and dinners, had been open since last December, but due to 
verbal harassment and intimidation from some members of the Morris com- 
munity, the owners—who asked that their names not be published for fear of 
retribution—have since decided to leave the community entirely. One of the 
restaurant’s co-owners stated: “It got to the point of being out of control by this 
certain group of people. This has been a very difficult decision. I cannot tell you 
how this has affected us on so many levels.” 


4-FRANCE 

Gay Couple Badly Beaten In Paris 

Gay Star News reports that, as the Senate discusses same-sex marriage and 
adoption, it is believed there are more attacks happening against gay people 
in France. Wilfred de Bruijn and his partner Olivier, who were walking arm 
in arm, were attacked and badly beaten by several men in the 19" district of 
Paris on April 6", and describe their experience as experiencing “the face of ho- 
mophobia". Photos that they posted of their injuries have gone viral, and have 
resulted in many liberal blogs and websites claiming that the recent protests 
against the "Marriage for All” bill have led to this, and other, attacks on GLBT 
people in the French capitol. D 
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Senator Baldwin on 

the U.S. Senate: We 

just returned from our 
spring recess and we're 
back in session. | had 

a chance to see some 

of my colleagues who, 
over the last two weeks, 
announced their support 
for marriage equality. 
We had little discussions 
and some of them were 
saying that this was 
“one of my proudest 
days in public service, - 
to be able to make that 
announcement." 
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POLITICS | Andy Lien 


An Interview with Tammy Baldwin: 'Our Families Are 
Just Like Theirs and We Are Just Like Them’ 


Someday, there will come a time when we no longer have to call out 
when someone is the “First Woman" or “First Lesbian" or “First Gay" 
or “First Person of Color" Something-or-Other, but we are still in an 
era when these firsts are important to recognize. Progress requires at- 
tention and encouragement, especially for underrepresented groups of 
people. United States Senator Tammy Baldwin from Wisconsin is not 
only Wisconsin's first woman in the United States Senate, but is also 
the United States Senate's first openly gay Senator. I had a chance to 
speak with her earlier this month about being the keynote speaker at 
the Midwest Family Equality Conference this weekend. 

Andy Lien: It looks like Minnesota gets to welcome you to 
your neighbor state, thanks to the Family Equality Council. 
What great timing, considering what's happening in at the Min- 
nesota Capitol this session. 

Senator Baldwin: Yes. We'll be looking at the arc of progress 
on GLBT equality, particularly focusing on family issues. It will be 
a celebration of the incredible work of the Midwest Family Equality 
Conference over the years. 

AL: As far as the arc is concerned, this may be the fastest 
moving movement in Civil Rights history and, right now, it's 
focused on marriage. Back in 1994 when you were in the 
Wisconsin Assembly, you proposed legalizing same-sex mar- 
riages. That's almost 20 years ago. What are your reflections 
on this progress? 

Senator Baldwin: I can remember convening a group of folks 
who were family law experts and GLBT activists and talking about 
how can we protect our families and what sort of state law would 
work. We looked at the benefits and rights that are associated with 
marriage. We talked about, “Should we do statewide domestic part- 
nerships or civil unions?" when no other states were talking about it 
extensively. We had a lot of discussion at the local level about cities 
passing ordinances, private corporations and nonprofits passing poli- 
cies to recognize families of their workforces, but it really wasn't hap- 
pening a lot at the state level. I tell you this because even the GLBT 
activists I talked to said "this'll never happen." People were incredu- 
lous even talking about the idea. A friend of mine who was a part of 
that discussion back in the early '90s came up to me and said, “I can't 
believe all of the changes I've seen today, and I do believe I will see 
this in Wisconsin in my lifetime." They were pinching themselves at 
how much progress has been made in so short of time. 

AL: That sort of optimism will be transferred to the families 
you'll be speaking to at the Midwest Family Equality Confer- 
ence. Plenty of those kids will grow up not necessarily even 
knowing this was an issue. 

Senator Baldwin: Of course. And many of those young people, 
those children, won't have the context of how impossible this seemed 
only a couple of decades ago. 

AL: Even here in Minnesota, we recently saw the proposal 
of civil unions by a group that was comprised mostly of mem- 
bers of the GOP. That's something that took most of us aback; 
we would never have entertained that notion even a couple of 
years ago. Of the U.S. Senators, we're [at time of press] look- 


ing at all but three DFL Senators supporting marriage equal- 
ity. Great strides are happening. 

Senator Baldwin: We just returned from our spring recess and 
we're back in session. I had a chance to see some of my colleagues 
who, over the last two weeks, announced their support for marriage 
equality. We had little discussions and some of them were saying that 
this was “one of my proudest days in public service, to be able to make 
that announcement." People showed great courage because it's not 
necessarily politically popular but, boy, what a last few weeks it's been. 

AL: Last fall, the Democratic National Party wrote into its 
platform that marriage equality was something to strive for as 
Democrats. Do you see that as affecting your colleagues? How 
does that affect politics? 

Senator Baldwin: Certainly party platforms and laws are very 
different things, but I do think that was an important step in the vi- 
sion for the Democratic Party and also as a stark contrast between 
what you will see in the Republican platform which has few-if any- 
references to GLBT equality. Obviously, the platforms are the vision 
statements for the two parties and it exposes how very different they 
are. I gave a speech this past weekend about the progress on all dif- 
ferent levels: you have party platforms, you have laws, you have court 
rulings, but we also have the constant need to change hearts and 
minds. We don't want to just live in a country where our equal rights 
are enshrined in the law-but we're certainly fighting very hard for 
that to happen-we want to live in a country where we are fully em- 
braced as equal U.S. citizens, as Americans. 

AL: Coming from Wisconsin, obviously Minnesota is simi- 
lar in demographic make-up; do you have any advice for other 
legislators who are facing the question of marriage equality? 
How might they be able to frame it in their mind? What advice 
would you give constituents in Minnesota as they talk to their 
legislators about marriage equality? 

Senator Baldwin: When you look at whether it's the President's 
evolution on this issue or the many U.S. Senators and other office 
holders who, in the last few weeks, have announced their full sup- 
port for marriage equality, the common thread has been how loved 
ones, family members, neighbors, and coworkers have influenced 
their decisions. For the office holders, my advice would be to stick to 
that narrative: how have the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
people who you've known impacted your view of their worth, their 
wholeness as citizens? 

Then, when interfacing with elected officials, the GLBT move- 
ment since its earliest days has been about visibility and telling our 
stories. How do you change hearts and minds? By being heard and 
being seen. Then, people, including elected officials, come to the con- 
clusion that our families are just like theirs and we are just like them. D 


Join Senator Baldwin and many of our local politicians, friends, families, and profession- 
als who are part of (or are working with) GLBT families in the Midwest at the Midwest 
Family Equality Conference taking place this weekend, April 19 & 20, in Minneapolis. 
For more information, go to www.familyequality.org/get involved/events/midwest fam- 
ily equality conference. 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


MARRIAGE EQUALITY VIGIL 
MARCH 25, 2013 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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POLITICS | Lavender Editorial 


The History of Gay Marriage 


1. On May 18, 1970 Jack Baker and James 
McConnell, two gay men, apply for the first 
marriage license in the United States, in 
Minneapolis, MN. Gerald Nelson, Clerk 
of Hennepin County District Court denies 
the request to marry. In 1971 Jack Baker 
becomes the first openly gay man elected 
as President of the University of Minnesota 
student body. The couple sues and the case 
is dismissed in District Court, followed by 
an appeal to the Minnesota State Supreme 
Court (dismissed), followed by an appeal to 
the US Supreme Court (dismissed “for want 
of a substantial federal question”). 

2.In 1993 the Hawaii Supreme Court 
declared the states probation against 
gay marriage to be unconstitutional, 
in ‘Baehr v. Lewin’. On November 3, 
1996 Hawaii voters enact an amend- 
ment to the state constitution defin- 
ing marriage as between opposite sex 
couples. 

3. In September 13 1996, Lavender Mag- 
azine President Stephen Rocheford 
debates Mitch Pearlstein, President 
of the Center of the American Experi- 
ment, on Public Television arguing 
against the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA) and supporting gay marriage 
as historically inevitable. 

4. September 21, 1996, President Bill 
Clinton signs the Federal Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA), which defines 
marriage between opposite sex cou- 
ples, rushed through the Senate and 
House of Representatives only two 
months before the 1996 election. All 
Minnesota Representatives (with one 
exception) and both Senators, includ- 
ing Paul Wellstone, vote for DOMA. 
Representative Martin Sabo, 5 Dis- 
trict, is the sole “no” vote cast of Min- 
nesota’s Congressional delegation. 

5.In 1997, the Minnesota legislature 
passes a state version of the Federal 
Defense of Marriage act. 

6. On February 19, 2009 a civil unions bill 
is introduced in the Minnesota House 
of Representatives. On March 5, 2009 


10 


11. 


12. 


a gay marriage bill is introduced in the 
Minnesota Senate. Both fail. 


.On May 11, 2011 the Minnesota Sen- 


ate passes a bill (already passed in the 
House of Representatives) to place a 
proposed amendment to the state con- 
stitution on the ballot that would ban 
same sex marriage but not civil unions. 


. On May 16, 2011 Senator John Marty 


introduces “The Marriage and Family 
Protection Act” which is for total mar- 
riage equality in Minnesota. The Re- 
publican control of the legislature at the 
time ensures that the bill fails. 


. On November 6, 2012, Minnesota vot- 


ers reject the proposed constitutional 
amendment defining marriage as be- 
tween opposite sex couples 52.6% to 
47.4%. 

. On November 6, 2012 ten of ће DFL 
State Senators (out of a total of 39 РЕТ, 
Senators), and seventeen of the DFL 
State Representatives (out of a total of 
73) elected, are in districts where the 
majority of the people voted “yes” on 
the constitutional amendment to ban 
gay marriage. 

Within 48 hours of the election vic- 
tory over the proposed constitutional 
amendment, Governor Mark Day- 
ton, with the incoming Speaker of 
the House, Senate Majority Leader, 
and House Majority Leaders elect, all 
members of the Democratic Farmer 
Labor Party (DFL), announce that gay 
marriage is not on their agenda for 
this legislative session in 2013-14. 

On November 29, 2012 Lavender 
Magazine begins a series of articles 
(thirteen to date) including interviews 
with Governor Dayton (who refuses to 
answer our questions) and the legisla- 
tive leaders about their press confer- 
ence immediately after the election. 
The Governor’s, Speaker’s, and the 
two Majority Leader’s names, phone 
numbers and email addresses are 
printed after each article. See the en- 
tire series of articles with contact in- 


formation listed on page 55 and on the 
Lavender website at: www.lavender- 
magazine.com/author/brettstevens/. 

13. On December 11, 2012 in an interview 
with Lavender Magazine, State Sena- 
tor John Marty indicates that he will 
introduce another full marriage equal- 
ity bill (as he did on May 16, 2011), 
including the legislative findings that 
were in his last bill. He believes that 
the bill can pass quickly, but doubts 
that the DFL leadership will allow a 
vote on it. Senator Marty says, “There 
is no excuse for not getting this done”. 

14. On February 28, 2013 by State Sena- 
tor Scott Dibble and State Representa- 
tive Karen Clark, introduce a bill for 
marriage equality in the State Legisla- 
ture. It is virtually the same bill intro- 
duced by Senator John Marty on May 
16, 2011. 

15. On March 12, 2013 committee hear- 
ings are held in both the State House 
and Senate and are quickly passed to 
go to their respective Houses of the 
legislature. 

16. Speaker of the State House Thissen 
and State Senate Majority Leader 
Bakk both continue to indicate that 
there are not enough votes in the DFL 
caucus to pass the bill for marriage 
equality. The DFL controls both the 
House 73 (to 61 Republicans), and the 
Senate 39 (to 28 Republicans). Gov- 
ernor Dayton (DFL) indicates he will 
sign the bill “if” it reaches his desk for 
signature. 

17. On April 3, 2013 a bipartisan bill for 
full equality (like in Colorado) civil 
unions is introduced in the Minnesota 
legislature. 

NOW: If the DFL majority in both houses 
of the legislature chooses not to pass a mar- 
riage equality bill this year, they have the 
opportunity to pass instead the bipartisan 
compromise civil union bill, joining moderate 
Democrats and Republicans, this session in 
2013. The choices are: equality, civil unions, 
or nothing. O 
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POLITICS | Brett Stevens 


The Elephant In The Room 


ON APRIL 3, 2013, a group of five state 
legislators proposed a compromise bill for 
same sex couples. Four Republicans and a 
DFLer introduced a civil union bill for con- 
sideration by the Minnesota state legislature. 
This compromise was roundly criticized 
by advocates of the same sex marriage bill 
pending in that body. But, is proposing civil 
union legislation really such a bad thing? In 
afew short months, we have seen enormous 
movement by the political forces in this state. 
We've changed from whether we should 
even discuss giving same sex couple recogni- 
tion of their relationships to either same sex 
marriage or civil unions. Isn't this progress? 

From Tim Pugmire at MPR quotes Rep. 
Tim Kelly of Red Wing: 

“I thought civil unions would have been 
proposed by this time, and Im afraid because 
it has not, now we've put all [our] eggs into 
one basket proposing a gay marriage bill," he 
said. “If that fails, there's no fallback plan." 

The bill has three Republican co-authors, 
among them state reps. Pat Garofalo of 
Farmington, Andrea Kieffer of Woodbury 
and Denny McNamara of Hastings. 

Kelly described the proposal as biparti- 
san, because state Rep. Kim Norton, DFL- 
Rochester, also signed on as a co-author. 
Norton did not attend a news conference 
today." 'Some lawmakers push civil unions 
as alternative to same-sex marriage.' April 3, 
2013, MPR. 

The same sex marriage bill, proposed 
by Sen. Scott Dibble, a Minneapolis DFLer, 
passed both the state house and senate com- 
mittees. But, since then the issue has pretty 
much fizzled. Little attention has been paid 
to the bill other than some sound bites at 
the time. Legislation like this doesn't pass 
without overwhelming support by the pub- 
lic. The issue had appeared to be waning as 
the DFL held both hearings on the same day. 
Instead of capturing headlines and urging 
discussion, the impact of these well attended 
hearings went away in a day. 
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Hopeful sentiment hasn't made the issue 
a burning case for consideration. The strat- 
egy of "all or nothing" was becoming fright- 
fully close to a result of “nothing,” as Rep. 
Kelly said. 

Supporters of the same sex marriage bill 
lambasted Kelly's civil union proposal. Doug 
Belden quotes Dibble as saying this: 

"What's the problem with marriage?” 
asked Sen. Scott Dibble, DFL-Minneapolis, 
chief sponsor of the gay-marriage bill. *Peo- 
ple fall in love; they want to make a lifetime 
commitment together; they want to celebrate 
that commitment in front of friends and fami- 
lies. So why civil unions? Why something dif- 
ferent and substandard and inferior? 

“It reminds me of times in the Deep 
South: You can't drink from that water foun- 
tain. You can't walk through that door." ‘Min- 
nesota GOP offers gay marriage alternative 
— civil unions,’ Pioneer Press, April 3, 2013. 

Dibble's characterization of civil unions 
as the same as segregation is a false moral 
equivalency. Likening government separa- 
tion by race and calling something by a dif- 
ferent name are not the same. It is disingen- 
uous at best. It is insulting to say the very 
real and very physical treatment of people of 
color to make them drink from different wa- 
ter fountains and eat at different lunch coun- 
ters is the same as calling same sex relation- 
ships “civil unions." In fact, it appears from 
reading the bill, civil unions will be treated 
exactly like traditional marriages in law. Kel- 
ly describes it like this: 

“What this bill does is simply anywhere 
there's ‘marriage’ in statute we insert ‘and 
civil union,’ so to suggest that it does not give 
them the same rights and benefits to mar- 
riage is completely false." 

Some have argued the bill is suspect be- 
cause it was proposed by a Republican. That 
seems unfair considering the following expla- 
nation of Rep. Kelly's bona fides by Belden. 

“Kelly has been an outlier in his party on 
the gay marriage issue. 


He was one of four House Republicans 
who voted in 2011 against putting an amend- 
ment on the 2012 ballot that would have 
defined marriage as the union of a man and 
woman. 

He sat on the board of Minnesotans 
United during the successful fight to defeat 
that amendment, and he said the group was 
surprised when he declined to sign on to the 
gay-marriage bill." 

Kelly has supported the GLBT commu- 
nity in the past. However, he doesn't fit into 
a neat pigeonhole. He has come out to sup- 
port recognition for same sex relationships 
but without changing the definition of *mar- 
riage." While some may scoff at that distinc- 
tion, it is a real issue for many Minnesotans 
as demonstrated in that recent Minnesota 
Poll. Most Minnesotans want state recogni- 
tion of our relationships but are not eager 
to callit *marriage." That is important be- 
cause it shows Minnesotans simply want a 
compromise. 

Is that so terrible? 

According to Belden's article, Minneso- 
ta had 12,224 same sex couples in 2011. If 
compromise is what it takes to give us equal 
standing, we must consider civil unions as 
one of the means to that end. Some same 
sex marriage advocates have said to me civil 
unions "let's them win.’ Га like us all to win. 
If giving a little gets us equal recognition of 
our relationships, then so be it. We should 
rejoice the discussion is no longer IF same 
sex relationships should be recognized. The 
discussion is now HOW we should do so. 

Considering the stance after last Novem- 
ber, this is a seismic shift in opinion. We 
should take advantage of the change in atti- 
tude. The real *elephant in the room" is we 
don't seem to have the votes for same sex 
marriage but we could for civil unions. If 
we don't accept some compromise, we could 
lose our favorable moral position. Then, it 
could be years before we see a change in the 
law. Is it worth that? 
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POLITICS | Brett Stevens 


Rocky Mountain High 


ON MAY 1*, 2013, same sex couples іп 
Colorado will be able to obtain a civil union 
by going to their county clerk or recorder. 

On May 1*, 2013, same sex couples in 
Minnesota will be able to renew their driver’s 
license or get a fishing permit, but they will 
not be able to ask the state to recognize their 
relationship. 

From Lynn Bartels at the Denver Post on 
March 22, 2013: 

“The atmosphere at the bill-signing was 
electric, with huge cheers when lawmakers 
and the governor took to the small stage. 
Senate Bill 11 gives same-sex couples many 
but not all of the rights and responsibilities of 
marriage. It goes into effect May 1.” 

Many people have argued getting civil 
unions aren’t an acceptable alternative. 
They would rather have same sex marriage 
or nothing at all. In Colorado, same sex mar- 
riage wasn’t an option yet. Colorado amend- 
ed its state constitution to limit marriage to 
aman and a woman in 2006. But, instead of 
accepting nothing, the people of Colorado 
created a new category for same sex couples. 
This fight started three years ago, but this 
year they got recognition starting with their 
state senate. 

Bartels reports on February 11, 2013, 
again from the Denver Post: 

“Lawmakers often are silent during the 
official vote, simply voting “yes” or “no,” but 
often on high-profile bills there is another 
round of debate before the vote. 

But there was no further debate Monday, 
perhaps because it was the third time in three 
years the Senate has debated the measure.” 

The bill passed the senate after three 
years of intense discussion. There were 
numerous committee hearings and public 
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testimony. It finally came down to passage 
of something that provided a mechanism for 
same sex couples to register their relation- 
ships. Then came the house vote. 

The Colorado house passed it overwhelm- 
ingly 39 to 26. In spite of this achievement, 
the senate sponsor of the bill had this to say: 

"Sen. Pat Steadman, D-Denver, who has 
sponsored the civil-unions bill for three 
years, said its passage is the high point of a 
decades-long struggle. 

"Yet we're not there yet. I don't want any- 
one to think that we somehow reached the 
peak," Steadman said. “Civil unions are not 
marriage. They are something that are sepa- 
rate and distinct and lesser and unequal, and 
that really is not good enough." Denver Post, 
March 13, 2013, Lynn Bartels, “Colorado 
House passes civil unions, but fans note mar- 
riage is equality’ 

The civil union legislation in Colorado 
certainly wasn’t perfect. It could have been 
better. Certainly the civil union bill intro- 
duced in Minnesota by Rep. Tim Kelly is a 
clean, straight forward bill that provides 
equal benefits and obligations. But in Colo- 
rado, it was better than nothing as explained 
by some legislators. 

“The eight gay lawmakers were asked 
whether they planned to enter a civil union. 
Five raised their hands. Steadman, whose 
partner, Dave Misner, died in September 
after a brief battle with pancreatic cancer, 
wasn’t one of them. 

“Some of us,” Steadman said quietly, ” 
don’t get that opportunity.” 

Now, Minnesota isn’t Colorado. Colo- 
rado did pass their Marriage Amendment 
and Colorado is the state that banned GLBT 
anti-discrimination laws through Amend- 


ment 2 in 1992. That was struck down by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Romer v. Evans. 
This would suggest Colorado, at least in the 
past, was less likely to recognize same sex re- 
lationship and gay rights. Now Colorado has 
given the GLBT community a legal device for 
the state to accept the life partnership deci- 
sions of couples. 

On March 21, 2013, Bartels of the Denver 
Post reports finalization of the civil union law. 

“Amid cheers and tears, Gov. John Hick- 
enlooper on Thursday signed a civil-unions 
bill into law, erasing a generation of anguish 
for supporters of gay rights in what once was 
dubbed “the hate state.” 

“Unbelievable,” Hickenlooper said, look- 
ing at the gays and straight allies who were 
crammed into the History Colorado Center 
to watch history being made.” 

With the stroke of a pen, Colorado leaped 
ahead of Minnesota in recognition of its 
GLBT citizens. Meanwhile, back in St. Paul, 
we are hearing the votes are simply not there 
in the state house. Instead of moving the is- 
sue forward, some activists have insisted it 
needs to be same sex marriage or nothing. 
But, I fear it may be even worse than that. 

As the legislative session draws to a close, 
lets consider which strategy was overall 
more effective. Colorado embraced the rec- 
ognition of same sex couples and with it the 
GLBT community. In Minnesota harsh lines 
were drawn. Strident rhetoric has enflamed 
both sides. The divide in this state is even 
wider. Do we gain recognition of our rela- 
tionships only to marginalize ourselves? Are 
the strategies employed giving us a wider 
acceptance in society or are we now seen as 
an adversary? These are bigger questions to 
consider. Let's not forget them. D 


Maybe you want 
to get married. 
Maybe you dont. 
But one thing is 
clear: 


NOW is our best chance to make sure every 
Minnesotan, including our LGBT community, 
has the basic freedom to marry the person 
he or she loves. 


We live in an amazing state, and we won 
an amazing victory in November. Now it’s 
up to us to make sure the legislature hears 
Our voices, and finally delivers the freedom 
to marry to everyone. 


We need you to contact your legislator to 
let them know how important the freedom 
to marry is. And we need you to tell all 
your friends in Greater Minnesota to do 
the same. 


HELP US GIVE EVERY MINNESOTAN the 
freedom to marry the person they love. 
Check out www.MNUnited.org/marriage 


PAID FOR BY MINNESOTANS UNITED 


Taxes Giving 
You a Headache? 


Meet Our 
Newest Income 
Tax Specialist. 


We Have FREE 


Nicollet Ave. ° 


(612) 823-7257 You're Driving Home.. 
Our Reputation! 


Paul Vetsch can help. 


Professionals 


Lavender offers you more great 


ways to 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to / К 
receive alerts апа invitations їо Lavender events. /4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 


St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


Download Big Gay News at iTunes.com. А | 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you у; Ñ = | 
ма BigGayNews.com. M D» You [TD | paulv@RORTax.com | RORTax.com 
x e Lee Roehl • Mike Cassidy * Mike Simon 
FOLLOW US. 4 
\ Lee Zurek • Paul Vetsch 


tap dat 


app 


Free iOS download 
available now. 


mans, 
“RADON: 


ү = 


Gardens tangletowngardens.com 


\ the absolute urban,garden center experience. (M 


58 | LAVENDER | APRIL 18-MAY 1, 2013 


THE NETWORK 


ATTORNEYS 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


Did Social Security Say 
You re Not Disabled? 


We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 


No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 


Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


BANKRUPTCY 


: Debt analysis 
- Help with creditors 
: Legal representation 


Chris D. Kramer 
Attorney at Law 


(612) 
298-5656 


KramerLegalServices.com 


We are a debt relief agency. 


Ameriprise D WITHIN 
REACH 


Financial 


CURTIS BROCK, MBA 
Associate Financial Advisor 
with the practice of Gavin Craig 


Your financial needs are unique. 
I can help you plan for your goals. 


1700 W Hwy 36 Suite. 620 
Roseville, MN.55113 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA 


651-797-2904 
Curtis.X.Brock@ampf.com 


FLORAL SHOPS 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 
April showers 
bring YOU 
May flowers 
651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


p o 
(HAGENS 2252. 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 = 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
* Training courses 
4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale • 763-533-9594 


3621 88th Ave. NE 


Circle Pines - 763-792-4867 
billsgs.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


NOT YOUR TYPICAL GYM! 


: Personal training facility 

А 2 
: One on one customized workouts 
: State of the art facility 


You can now 


see the 
F 


online 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. 


RESTORETHISFLOOR 


= Floor Sanding * Hardwood Restoration 


= Floor Refinishing = Installation and Repair 


QUICK ESTIMATES AND PROMPT SERVICE 
COVERING THE TWIN CITIES METRO AREA 


612-208-9292 


www.restorethisfloor.com 


ww w.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN LIC #BC378021 


CN 


ODERLI 


612-721-4080 SNCE 1914 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area : 
' Emergency Service Available | 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 


LICENSE #M1764#M359 


RESTORATION ¢ RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE ° REPAR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING + PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELINGCOM 
TODD OR єє 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Advertise your business in 


GN THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


LavenderMagazine.com | 59 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


AV Bee 


MOVING & STORAGE 


Plumbing boeplumbinginc:com 


Plumbing Service & Repair, 
Boiler, Service & Install 
High | Efficiency) Boilers & Water, Heaters 
Licensed; Bonded; Insured 


~ Roofing -. Siding ~ Home Efficiencies 
- Gutters -~~ Insulation = Windows РА 


Pap ? 


construction p 


[t's that easy 


INDUSTRY LEADING 


10 YEAR 


craftsmanship warranty 


эпа UGU 


WWW:S iction.com 


CALLUS Ure 50 777) 


E 


PERSONAL PRIDE 
-CONSTRUCTION- 


Offering you our PERSONAL best for the PRIDE of your home. 
www.personalprideconstruction.com 
Tom Spears 612-598-5448 


Bonded & Insured Lic #20330460 


Roofing, Siding, Remodels, 
Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, More 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 № 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


EST.1914 


We're your expert 
home heating, 
cooling and 
plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 


PLUMBING * HEATING + COOLING 


9 
qm 


MATT'S 
TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding • Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 

Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease and 

Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


REA 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
PINSURANCE | 


07497 9/12 e 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. M 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 N 
www.davinabaldwin.com S ^ 

davina@davinabaldwin.com \ | 
Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina М. Baldwin 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


LARPENTEUR 


d 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL“ '* 


"Because Our Pets are Family” 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 


Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hutchins a “ 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. RA 


651-487-3712 ° larpenteuranimalhospital. com 


compassionate, in-hom 
pet euthanasia 


"^. -219-4811 * PetLossAtHome.com 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 


Very best service for 
the very best price. 


60 | LAVENDER | APRIL 18-MAY 1, 2013 


Kimberly A. Nybo 
Insurance Agency 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist «612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Therapy Center 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


THE NETWORK 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Julie Childs "E 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist de 


Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the field) 

Free Phone Consultation 
Office: (651) 783-5656 * Fax: (651) 483-1525 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 + Roseville, MN 55113 
jcbildstherapy@gmail.com 


f 


the 
ттеу of bealing 


Carise Rotach-Beard 


MA, LAMFT, Psychotherapist 
; Individual & Relationship Counseling 
Ç 651-983-9215 


co ive 


sparkcollabo.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Buying is Easy. 
Moving, that's Hard! 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist 5/ 


bev 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Thinking of Buying 
or Selling? sy 
d 


f 
Call today to get started! C 


scottbelcher.com 


REMIX 


B d 


COMMUNITY Starts At Home 


T Realty | 
| Сием ^ SCOTT HALIBRICH 
your FREE 


Market i 612-298-5400 


Analysis Sr OTT@BUYRENTSELLMN‘GGNY) | 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.GOM 


i Call me for 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


mes OH 612.827.9537 


KE 
eff 


EO 
ul 
e 
© 
> 
сс 
= 
© 


Pe 


DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


Ich bin nicht deutsch 


I WAS walking down the street yes- 
terday when I was approached by a tall 
woman with striking features and the stern 
countenance of a Cold War-era bureaucrat. 
When she started speaking to me in Ger- 
man, I immediately suspected that she 
might be carrying microfilm in the pocket 
of her crisp trench coat. 

(Before I begin my story, let me say that 
the main reason I hate the World Wide In- 
ternets is that it killed the microfilm busi- 
ness. What fun is it to be a spy anymore if 
you can’t risk your life sneaking past border 
patrol with a piece of microfilm containing 
an evil country’s secret plans to destroy the 
world? Now, all a spy has to do is Facebook 
friend North Korea’s Supreme Leader Kim 
Jong-un to learn about his plot to blow up 
the moon and replace it with Dennis Rod- 
man’s head.) 

‘Tm sorry, but I don't speak German,” 
I said after she barked what sounded like 
important instructions at me for several 
minutes. 

She looked truly stunned, and then said 
in English, “But German you are, yes?” 

“Nope,” I said. 

"But German you must be,” she de- 
manded. 

“But I’m not,” I said. We argued this 
point for a few more minutes until she fi- 
nally walked away in a huff, never conced- 
ing that I am not German. 

Weirdly, this is not the first time I’ve 
been accused of being German. It happens 
quite often. This has always stumped me 
since I look like a Sicilian peasant and I al- 
ways put verbs where they belong and not 
at the end of a sentence as Germans do. 

"Its because you're attracted to cold, 
heartless blondes," said my best friend, 
who has never forgiven me for dragging 
her through two decades of countless 
failed relationships with chilly, humorless 
women who don't laugh at her inane jokes. 


"How does that make people think I'm 
German?" I asked. 

She took this as an invitation to insult 
my taste in women and my general lack of 
sense and smarts. But none of the abuse 
she was spewing answered my question. 

Now, I don't want you to get your hopes 
up and think that I’m going to end this col- 
umn with some big revelation about how I 
finally figured out why I'm constantly mis- 
taken for German. That's not going to hap- 
pen because I still have no clue. And I'm 
not really interested in figuring it out. 

And you know why? Because I'm mid- 
dle-aged and I don't give a damn! 

Ah-ha! I bet you didn't see that coming! 
This column really isn't about mistaken 
identity. It's about the fact that there are 
actual benefits to aging. 

I was in my 20s the first time I was mis- 
taken for German. And when it happened, 
I obsessed about it for weeks. Worst of 
all, I thought it made me interesting and I 
would discuss it at dinner parties. No one 
cared, because these parties were with 
other 20-somethings who were so equally 
obsessed with themselves that they paid no 
attention to my nonsense. 

What I've found so incredibly lovely 
about my mid-40s is that I no longer care 
what people think of me—good, bad or 
German. It's so freeing. If my boss gives 
me guff at work, I don't agonize over 
whether it will affect my career. I simply 
merrily question the size of his penis and 
continue doing exactly as I please. 

Also, I'm finally in a great relationship, 
because I no longer fret over whether she 
will discover my true self and be repulsed 
by it. If she's repulsed, that's her problem. 

And if anyone has got a beef with this 
column, all I have to say is "Ich móchte ein 
kaltes Bier, bitte!” (Translation:" Га like a 
cold beer, please," which is the only Ger- 
man phrase I know.) D 
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15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
www.inSPOT org/ Minnesota 
www.capsprogram.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 

Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Homan History. Free Admission 
aily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 
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BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Second Foundation School 
Academic Freedom Since 1970 
K-12 Democratic School 
Unique Inclusive Community 
Take Charge of Your Education 
Be Yourself! 

1219 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
Contact Starri Hedges 
612-378-1014 
SecondFSchool@gmail.com 
www.SecondFoundationSchool.org 


Watershed High School 

In our community, every student is 
an honored student. Come as you 
are! 

A544 Ath Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-4363 


www.watershedhs.org 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 


an inclusive, welcoming environment. 


Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Visit the library today! 

1619 Dayton Ave., Ste. 105, 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 641-0969. 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical musie and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 

People Incorporated Mental 
Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 
community's mental health 
counseling needs at three 
convenient Twin Cities locations. 
2060 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 
St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 
Museum, Minnesota History 
Center, Northwest Company Fur 
Post, James J. Hill House and 
Historic Fort Snelling. They're 
located all around the state. Learn 
more at 

www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 


(651) 221-2547 


www.smm.org/socialscience 


Walker Art Center 
Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation 
of the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil 

War 1968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and lassie works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndole Ave. S. Minneopolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.О. Вох 6116 
Minneopolis, ММ 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
world-class dance and music artists. 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 

transporting you to unique worlds 

through exceptional talent and 

masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 

(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, good- 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


Professional Pet Sitters of 
Minnesota 

An association of business owners 
dedicated to providing quality pet 
sitting and dog walking. 
www.petsittersmn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hre.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 
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PRIDE 

Duluth Superior Pride 

Our Colors Won't Run! Join us 
for the 4-day festival held over 
Labor Day weekend. 

P.O. Box 3198 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 761-0726 


www.dspride.com 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, “Just 
Peace” community; era 
persons oÍ oll races, cultures and 
sexual orientations. 

500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331-3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin’s Faith Community 
Through Worship, Education, 
Fellowship, Service, and more. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian 

Church, 

A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayim Rabim 
Reconstructionist Congregation 
We are an evolving urban Jewish 
community welcoming diverse 
backgrounds and celebrating our 
shared heritage. 

Friends Meeting House 

4401 York Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55410 
612-247-5490 
www.mayimrabim.org 


Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
We build community, care for the 
welfare of Jews everywhere & 


maximize participation in Jewish life. 


13100 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 200 
Minnetonka, MN 
(952) 593-2600 


www.jewishminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, 
The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan 

Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION 
+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 
Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 
Church to the GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


Temple of ECK 

Worship Services the first Sunday of 
each month, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
7450 Powers Blvd, 

Chanhassen, MN 

(952) 380-2200 
www.TempleofECK.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


2005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-0200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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MS. BEHAVIOR? | мегу Cohn 


Lesbian Hostility and Forced Bisexuality 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I am very curious and disturbed by the 
overt hostility exhibited by lesbian women! I 
am a gay male, active in the community, and 
have had multiple opportunities to interact 
with all manner of people. As a gay man, I 
pose no threat to gay or bi women. I have 
also been told by straight male friends that 
lesbian hostility is the rule, not the excep- 
tion. These straight male friends are liberal 
non-judgmental, cool guys (otherwise they 
wouldn't befriend me, a gay guy). To hate 
and be hostile to half of the population of our 
planet makes no sense. I have been on the re- 
ceiving end of this anger, hostility, and very 
overt prejudice. 

On the other hand, the intimately close 
relationship between gay men and straight 
women is legendary. What the hell is the 
problem here? 

-MYSTIFIED 


Dear Mystified: 

Some lesbians who appear to be frown- 
ing are actually smiling. Other lesbians may 
have GERD from eating a big lunch, so they 
can't give you the big warm greeting you 
deserve. Some wear heavy shoes that make 
them feel chronically annoyed. Others have 
hairballs from living with cats or going down 
on their girlfriends. Straight women don't 
have to deal with these problems, so they're 
pleasant all the time. They love their gay 
male friends, who have way more interest in 
their lives than their husbands or boyfriends 
do. It doesn't mean that straight women are 
better; it just means that their lives are less 


fraught with irritation. 

Men who read hostility into the behavior 
of all lesbians may have a little misogyny 
problem. Perhaps you should Google the 
words “feminism” and “oppression” and see 
what you can learn. 


Dear Ms. Behavior, 

My ex boyfriend of a year dumped me last 
March. Most of my family didn't know about 
him, which was okay until I needed a shoul- 
der to cry on. Then my grandmother died. At 
the same time, all the responsibilities I had 
taken on at work came to a head. Nobody of- 
fered me any real support. 

A few years ago, I decided to explore my 
interest in guys more. It's been an interest- 
ing and fun five years. But recent losses in 
my personal life, coupled with the depressing 
squabbles for equality on the state and nation- 
allevels make me yearn for a heterosexual re- 
lationship; a ^normal" relationship that I don't 
have to worry about. I’m not afraid of dating 
guys; I just prefer to be low-key. 

My problem is, I have yet to meet a girl 
who I'm interested in dating. They prefer to 
count me as their gay friend, though I remind 
them Im not gay. More to the point, I don't 
want to go out and have sex. It just seems to 
me that all the girls my age either have a boy- 
friend or only want sex. I'm out of practice 
dating girls (not that I had lots of practice to 
begin with) and it seems I only know how to 
attract guys. Yet, I KNOW I like girls, even 
though I'm a heterosexual virgin. I keep 
thinking that if I could get a girlfriend, I could 
verify to everyone, including myself, that I’m 


bi. Can you help me? 
-BITTEN AND NOT SMITTEN 


Dear Bitten and Not Smitten: 

It sounds like you'd like to be bisexual. Per- 
haps you'd also like to be the Prime Minister 
of Italy or a back-up dancer in Madonna's next 
feature film, but it doesn't mean you will be. 

It sounds like you don't really want to 
have sex with women and they don't believe 
you when you say you're not gay. Bisexual 
men actually like sex with both men and 
women. You don't, or you wouldn't still be 
a heterosexual virgin. (Straight or bisexual 
men don't actually mind women who “just 
want sex.") Do you really want to force your- 
self to be with a woman just to prove that 
you're bisexual? If you haven't had hetero- 
sexual sex yet, you're probably permanently 
not in the mood. 

Its sad to hear about the lack of sup- 
port you received last year after your rela- 
tionship ended, but your family might have 
been there for you if you hadn't kept the re- 
lationship a secret. How could your family 
have known to be there for you when you 
didn't tell them that you were heartbroken? 
Its not clear why you think dating women 
would make you more “normal.” If anything, 
you need a big dose of self-acceptance, not 
some internal pressure to become a differ- 
ent person who you think would earn your 
family's approval. L1 


© 2013 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspon- 
dence to msbehavior(dmac.com. 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


EN LA HISTORIA... 


‚ Through History... 
A travers l'Histoire... 
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It is also a good thing... 
C'est aussi bien vu... 


POR RODRO 


a SALIR EL 
ARMARI О — 


To come out of the closet! 
De sortir du garde-robe! 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


COUNTRY VIEW ESTATE B&B - A Bed 
and Breakfast with a view offering quiet 
refuge from the city. (651) 775- 5879. www. 
countryviewestate.com. Receive a 20% 
discount with this add. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • Ап Occasional 
Market * Next sale: GARDEN THYME! 
MAY 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 Wed 1-7pm, Thurs/Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat/Sun 10am-6pm • 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


ULTRA SHINE WINDOWS, LLC - Window 
Washing & Gutter Cleaning “We shine 
above the rest” - Window Washing - Gutter 
Cleaning - Power Washing. 10% off for First 
Time Clients. Call: (612) 298-8737. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


South metros’ preferred pet sitter. Serving 
you and your pets for vacations, holidays, 
weekend getaways. We provide services 
from dogwalking to petsitting to medication 
administration and overnight care. (952) 
212-1673 - www.mypreferredpetsitter.com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A. Licensed 
Psychologist. 19 years experience. Focusing 
on mindful intentional living. Learning to 
live with uncertainty in an uncertain world. 
Adult individuals/couples. No charge initial 
session. (612) 922-9100, kate heffelfinger(a 
msn.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ [612] 306-6323. 


Weekly, bi-weekly, 
schedules. 


monthly, 
tliddellcleaning(dyahoo.com. 


flexible 


Call Terry: (612) 834-4887.PET SI 
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Weekends that connect. 


Check out the MPR News 
weekend lineup at mprnews.org. 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


The Five Stages of Gossip 


The Court of Public Opinion, that oft- 
cited, remarkably powerful thing to which 
elected officials owe their careers, is what 
exactly? Most call it a visible, impassioned 
trial through the majority's widely held po- 
litical and societal beliefs. Some think the 
Court to be the highest in the land, con- 
trolled by the media, that initiates “trials” not 
on their merit, but on their juiciness. Others 
think that it’s only majority opinions that 
yes, sometimes but rarely, go to “trial” at all. 

On the local level? Stage 5 gossip. 

The Rumor Mill churns not with wind or 
water, but with gossip. And because person- 
al gossip on the local level hardly warrants 
any real attention, it’s largely a grassroots ef- 
fort, one without a gossip column or maga- 
zine distribution, but every river starts with 
a trickle. 

It’s a virus of ours, something to keep 
things fun and a means through which we 
avoid awkward silences. Having a lull in 
a lunch conversation with a friend? Gos- 
sip about a mutual acquaintance. Out with 
friends and see a passerby you somehow 
know? Down the Red Bull-vodka and let it 
loose, or... 

“Oh my gosh,” you say to a once-in-a- 
while, what's-his-name-again acquaintance, 
"How are you? You look fabulous" He 
echoes your excitement, and when he's gone 
you regroup with your friends, “He slept 
with so-and-so, you know. And I had heard 
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he gained some weight, but DAMN. Oh, yes, 
he is such an asshole.” 

We've all done it, even those of us who act 
as leaders in our communities, in our chari- 
ties and cause championship. Example from 
a fundraiser: “I didn't think she'd be here 
tonight. Did she donate anything or is she 
here for the free booze?" 

And it makes its rounds, much like a 
game of telephone. At one end of the line 
a message is received by a single indi- 
vidual who passes it to two, who pass it to 
four, eight, sixteen, on and on. By the time 
the original message is in the hands of so 
many that it's hard to know from where it 
came, it likely now holds only a nugget of 
truth inside a bedrock of falsity. But unlike 
the game, this version of telephone loses its 
truth not merely because of misunderstand- 
ing, but purposeful elaboration. 

Again, you've done this. If a rumor is 
too well known among your friends, it must 
be elaborated to keep it going. 

So we arrive at the 5 Stages of Gossip. 

(Aside: It’s not always this way, please 
understand. Gossip is not always a vicious 
cycle. Indeed, closer proximity to friends 
might be the result of commiserating over 
someone who has done you wrong. But 
we're addressing the Court now, so back to 
the Mill.) 

The 5 Stages of Gossip: creation, ini- 
tial delivery, friend share, acquaintance 


share, mass share. A landmark to identify in 
what stage a rumor resides is hearing gos- 
sip you've already heard. If you hear gossip 
come back to you from someone you've nev- 
er told, you've got a Stage 5 monster. 

But the most interesting stages of gossip 
are the first two: creation and initial deliv- 
ery. We initiate gossip often with an incom- 
plete picture. Say, for example, someone re- 
iterates time and again that he lives in a nice 
neighborhood in which you've never seen 
him and have heard that no one has seen, 
or has been invited to, his house. Maybe 
he's a liar. Maybe. So you run the theory by 
a friend. You want to make sure you aren't 
thinking about this the wrong way. Your 
friend either agrees with your assessment or 
admits he doesn't know. Either way, the first 
trickle of gossip has appeared and there's 
a Rumor Mill down the riverbed ready to 
churn. 

The decision about whether to pass 
along gossip comes from preconceived no- 
tions. If you've heard rumors from a cred- 
ible source, it must be the truth, and since 
to someone you are a credible source, they 
must know, too. And for someone else, they 
are a credible source that must be trusted. 
And so on. 

It's the game of telephone. The question 
remains, is it worth the answer? O 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: Thursday, May 2 
TIME: 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
COST: FREE 
WHERE: 


1348 Lagoon Ave. 
Uptown - Minneapolis 


FEATURING: 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
North Country Bears, PFund, TCGMC, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears 


THE ESTATE EVENT 


BUY > TRADE ” SELL 
MAY 3 & 4, 10 AM - 8 PM 
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Geolat Mondial, world 
renowned estate brokers 
and appraisers are pleased 
to announce their exclusive 
Twin Cities Alliance with 
Scheherazade. 


See authentic period pieces and signed creations by 
Henry Dunoy, Tiffany, Cartier, Oscar Heyman and 
more - all available at remarkable value prices. 
Experience an extraordinary collection of expertly 
selected Estate jewelry brought in especially for this event. 


Scheherazade cordially invites you to bring 
your too-precious-to-melt but 
D no-longer-loved fine 
Ly jewelry and 
watches for a 
complimentary 
evaluation 
(by appointment, please). 
Our experts will gladly help , 
you determine the 
best options for the 
disposition of your | 2 
treasures. | 


Whether you choose to buy, 
trade, or sell you will find the 
expertise, volue, qnd service 
you deserve at Scheherazade's 
Estate Event. 
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All items shown are subject to prior sale. 


Handcrafted in small 
batches, using 
traditional recipes at 
the Nolet Distillery 
in Holland 


Founded 1691. 
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